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Wayfarers 


By Ada Melville Shaw 


he == friendly faces that I meet 

Upon the crowded city street! 
I cannot know them, half or all, 
Yet inine each kindly face I call. 


The anguished faces that I meet 

Upon the surging city street ! 
I cannot reach their wants and woes, 
I pray for them to One who knows. 


The hopeless faces that I meet 
Upon the hard-paved city street! 
I only know the sparrow’s fall 
Is marked by Him who loves us all. 


The holy faces that I meet 

Upon the common city street! 
They summon me to lift my face 
Toward farther heights of daily grace. 


O faces that I daily meet 

Upon Life’s ever-changing street ! 
How think you when you glance my way? 
Do I add aught unto your day? 











The Only Thing God Forgets 


God has gone the whole way in his eagerness to 
assure us of our freedom from sin. He brought his 
omnipotence to bear upon his omniscience when he 
made that great promise in Jeremiah 31: 34, “I will 
remember their sin no more.”- God has not only re- 
moved our sins as far as the east is from the west, 
but he has hurled them utterly beyond his own 
memory. There is a very beautiful proof of this. 
When God in the person of the Holy Spirit was 
writing the Old Testament, which is history, he 
necessarily had to be faithful in recording the sins 
of his people in those days; Noah’s drunkenness, 
Abraham’s lies, Elijah’s cowardice, David’s murder 
and adultery had to be set down in the record. But 
when God in the person of his Spirit was writing 
the New Testament, he is marvelously .careful to 
avoid mentioning the sins of the Old Testament 
saints whenever he is led to refer to their character 


or their works. “A search of the concordance re- 
veals only the mention of Adam’s disobedience, be- 
cause that of course is necessary to show how, 
through the last Adam, a way was found to 
overcome the results of that disobedience. One 
other exception appears when the writer of Hebrews, 
and James, speak of “Rahab the harlot”; but they 
write in such inspired eulogy of her faith and works 
that no idea of rebuke for her now forgiven past 
is conveyed in the mention. Omission of the men- 
tion of the sins of Old Testament characters is all 
the more remarkable by contrast with the mention 
in the New Testament of the sins of the New Testa- 
ment saints, such as the jealousy of the disciples and 
the denial of Peter. That was again biography, and 
as such had to -be true to life. Safe behind the 
blood-stained cross, our sins can never in time or 
eternity rise up to condemn us. God has forgotten 


them. 
a. 


For Our Hopeless Helplessness 


A lost sheep cannot find its way home. . Every 
other animal and every bird seems to have highly 
developed the instinct of direction. Dogs, cats, and 
cattle cannot easily be lost, Give a horse the bridle 
in the black night and he will take you to your gate. 
The bee may fare far for the raw material to manu- 
facture sweetness, but the certainty that it is going 
to get home the quickest: way has given us a word 
for our dictionary—the “bee-line.” Birds on tire- 
less wing travel the cool air lanes to the north in the 
summer and to the south in the winter; the homing 
pigeon gets its name from the wonderful way in 
which it flings the most cruel distance behind it as 
it returns to its loft. But the silly sheep, once lost, 
is hopelessly bewildered and confused. “All ‘we like 


. 


sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way.” That is the reason we need and have 
such a sure Shepherd. The very helplessness of the 
sheep seems to make it necessary, as has been beau- 
tifully suggested, that whereas He needs only one 
shoulder to uphold the government of the universe 
(Isa. 9:6), he has to give two to the saving of a 
sheep (Luke 15:5). He saves with a threefold 
shepherding—the Good Shepherd (John 10:11) 
with the Cross “giveth his life for the sheep”; the 
Great Shepherd with the Crook (Heb. 13:20) leads 
and feeds and guides his flock (Psalm 23); and the 
Chief Shepherd with the Crown (1 Pet. 5:4) ac- 
complishes the triumph of the final folding. 


x 
Christ’s Prize-Fighters 


Prize-fighters will win the biggest rewards in 
the life to come. Princely prizes are promised “to 
him that overcometh.” There is a grand list of these 
prizes in the second and third chapters of the Reve- 
lation; but it is-not an exhaustive list, and there are 
others in the Epistles. One of the richest of all 
is: “He that overcometh shall inherit all things.” 
Not all of God’s children will win these prizes, for 
there is a difference between going to heaven and 
winning rewards. Prize winning is contingent upon 
living a life of victory in this world. One of the ° 
greatest modern missionary leaders said not long 
ago: “The world is not being evangelized to-day, 
because God’s people in the homeland are not living 
the victorious life.” The Holy Spirit is God's 
trainer for the Christian, and he never doubts that 
his pupils will be conquerors, for, in us, he is “the 
sprnass of our inheritance.” Are you in God’s prize 
ring 


What Is Union With Christ? 


of those who belong to him? Is he a spectator 
merely? Or is he active-participant in the lives 
which we believers live? If participant, does he 


H=: close does Jesus Christ come to the lives 


help us at poittts and at moments only, with ab-, 


sences between, or is the influence continuous? And 
if continuous, how close does he come?’ Is there 
some inner life-connection? Are our lives some- 
how so related to his life that, could we scan the 
hidden foundations where the two ioin, we should 
find ourselves in some wise pa ts cf his being, actual 
sharers of what he is? 

Men may hesitate before such questions, but there 
is no hesitation -in the New Testament Scriptures. 
Whatever the mystery involved, there is no fact 
which the New Testament sets before us more vari- 
ously or plainly than our union with Christ. The 
Spirit of our Lord is represented as so’ interpene- 
trating and energizing the spirit of the believer that 
the two are,—oh, the marvel of it,—“one spirit” 
(1 Cor. 6:17). This is not metaphor, but fact; not 
a figurative “oneness,”—not a congeniality, a har- 
mony of spirit, an identity of aim,—but a literal 
oneness of life. Union with Christ is not described 
as our loving Christ, our.following his precepts, our 
sympathizing with his aims. In this sense I might 
be one with Martin Luther or George Washington. 
The believer is represented as one with Christ in-a 
sense: far-deeper than that in which he is one with 
patriots, friends, and fellow-Christians. He has be- 
come_partaker of Christ’s life. The believer lives in 
Christ more truly than he lives in the atmosphere 
about him. Christ lives in the believer more truly 
than the air fills his lungs with the breath of life. 
For Christ and the believer are united below con- 
sciousness. They are joined at the roots of their 
being. The believer has become “one spirit” with 
his Lord. 

How much we may lose by taking substance as if 
shadow, by allegorizing the great truths of the 
Bible,’ by interpreting as mere orientalisms state- 
ments which otherwise would open, even to the most 
hopeless and despondent, miraculous vistas of Chris- 
tian living! The traveler in the desert sometimes 
descries upon the horizon waving palms and sparkling 








pools of water that lure him on and on only to fade 
into thin air. But sadder far the man who mistakes 
a real truth for mirage,.and, when he might press 
forward into a life a supernatural joy and power, 
sinks defeated on the sand! 

Union with Christ is a truth which baffles all de- 
scription and confounds all philosophy. Intimations, 
foreshadowings of it there are, to be sure, in the 
world about us. Yonder tree in this spring season 
depends on God. His power lives in it, sustains it, 
and will soon clothe it in a robe of green. But God 
i not in the tree. The tree is not part of God. In 
cutting it down I do no violence to God: And so 
God’s power sustains man’s natural life. He gives 
unsaved men the strength to breathe, think, do their 
work, while he does not destroy their independence. 
But God is not their life, they are not united to 
Christ, until they have received Him as _ their 
Saviour. Then how poor are all-analogies beside 
the unique relationship that Christ brings to pass as 
he literally enters into the human soul and makes it, 
not a Leyden jar, a mere receptacle for his energy, 
but a temple resplendent with his presence, a taber- 
nacle for his personal indwelling, and an organic 
part of himself! 

This is the amazing truth which our Lord set 
forth under the figure of the Vine and the Branches. 
A vine with leaves and tendrils, and arms stretched 
forth laden with — may perhaps seem a thing 
far removed from the lives and relationships of free 
and responsible beings; yet our Lord would never 
have used the figure had it not imaged the reality 
of this unique oneness. A vine is a unity. Branches 
are only individualized stock. Stock and offshoots 
form one organism. One life pervades the whole, and 
the supreme concern of the branch is to live in the 
uninterrupted power of that union on which fruit- 
fulness depends. “Abide in me,” Jesus told his dis- 
ciples, “and I in you.” 

More impressive still is the fact, the vastly sig- 
nificant fact, that Jesus’likened his union with his 
disciples to his own union with his Father. “I in 
them, and thou in- me,” he said (John 17:23). That 
sets the thoughts soaring. Was our Lord’s union 
with the Father not a life-union? Nothing less, then, 
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is his union with his followers. It is a mystery. It 
was to the disciples. Those babes in understanding 
did not at once grasp even the fact of it; but a day 
of revelation was coming, Jesus promised, when they 
should know that he was in his Father, and they in 
him, and he in them (John 14: 20). 

The apostle Paul, next to Christ himself, stands 
out as the world’s most potent exhibition of vital re- 
ligion. He is the man who put Christianity into the 
form in which it has won its greatest victories for 
nineteen centuries. How did Paul live his life and 
do his work? This same life-union with his Master 
is the answer. Union with Christ is the secret of 
the life of Paul. It is the corner-stone of his the- 
ology also, and the key to unlgck all the mysteries of 
his epistles. 

“In Christ,” “in Christ,” “in Christ’! ‘How the 
phrase recurs on Paul’s familiar pages. “I hope in 
the Lord Jesus to send Timothy unto you.” “I trust 
in the Lord to come to you.” “I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all.” Is there a thing 
that Paul thinks, feels, believes, prays, plans, or 
remembers, except through the will and power of 
the Christ within him? here is a pregnant word 
spoken by Le Combe to Madame Guyon, the great 

rench Christian, on a _ red-letter day of her re- 
ligious experience: “You myst learn,” he said, “to 
find God within.” The great apostle had learned 
that lesson before Madame Guyon. i 
sion to publish it to the whole Gentile world. “Christ 
in you, the hope of glory”—that is the revealed se- 
cret, which was Paul’s own secret first. “I can do all 
things in him that strengtheneth me.” “It is no 
longer I that live”... (Gal. 2: 20). 

A discouraged evangelist was making his way 
through a field in solitade, his forces spent, his 
obstacles and burdens mountainous and_ hopeless. 
Suddenly, as though Spirit-prompted, these words 
stole into his mind: “When Christ, who is our life, 
shall be manifested, then shall ye also with him be 
manifested in glory” (Col. 3:4). Then He came 
into view, of whose fulness we have all received, and 
who quickens whom he will; the burdens were rolled 
upon his shoulders, and this servant-of God turned 
courageous steps into the path of surrender and faith 
once more, 

How plain it is that union with Christ is not 
mere “fidelity in the free imitation of the Master,” 
as some woutl have it to whom every soul is severely 
separate and discontinuous, and a teaching like that 
of the Vine and the Branches nothing more than a 
figure for the moral harmony that should subsist be- 
tween the disciples and the Lord. Trees do not root 
themselves in the air. Our souls are not self-sub- 
sistent. Christ is our life. Those are bereft indeed 
whose little systems will not allow for this vast 
underground relationship which takes the strain from 
life, discovers our true glory, and makes our chief 
task the easy task of abiding and believing. 

How plain it is, too, that to receive the “life of 
Christ” is to receive the Christ who lives it. Life 
has no existence by itself, as though it could’ be 
stripped from a person as a coupon is stripped from 
a ticket or a skin from an onion. Life is a property, 
a function, of somebody. If it is imparted at all, it 
is imparted only in and with the person who possesses 
and lives it. Why, then, should we build these ab- 
stract barriers between ourselves and Jesus? First 
we build them, and then we deify them. But if his life 
is in us, it is because he is in us, living that life as 
his divine and blessed function. It is because some- 
how, whether our intellects penetrate to it or not, he 
and we are one in a union divine and indissoluble. 

Now if union with Christ is as wonderful as this. 
what are its results? Are these also wonderful? 

‘The effects, the results, must already have begun to 
dawn upon us. If union with Christ is nothing short 
of a literal participation in Christ, prepared for at 
creation and brought into the realm of experience 
when we take him as our Lord, what results, one 
might ask, can fail to flow from it? It is just a 
question of the wealth and potency of the wonderful 
divine being of our Master. Paul hints at one of 
these results when he says, “If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold all things are become new”. (2 Cor. 5:17). 
How could it be otherwise? What is the “new birth” 
but the beginning in us of the new life which now 
is ours, revealed _to the eyes of faith, by virtue of 
this divine relationship? : 

Another result of union with Christ is hinted at 
when we read, “There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,’ and 
find that the law of the new relationship with Christ 
makes us free from the old law.of sinning and 
dying. Nothing could be more triumphant than the 
assurances which meet us on every hand of our im- 
mediate, complete, and continual deliverance, wrought 
by Christ in us, from the seductiveness and strength 
of long entrenched sinful habits. We kill them, we 
hand them over to death by the Spirit of the Lord 
who dwells within us. 

A beautiful fruit of this union is disclosed in the 
unity of spiritual life which springs up between alli 
believers. Severally members of Christ, they be- 
come together the Church, his Body. Only Christians 
understand one another. Possessing Christ as in- 
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dividuals, ihe have the supreme experience in com- 
mon. The — to the Ephesians sets forth the 
glory of the Church of which Christ is the Head, and 
which, drawing on his inexhaustible life, enters into 
the length and breadth and depth and height of the 
purposes of God. - 

A crowning result of this union with Christ is the 
Eternal Life with which Christ even now blesses his 
followers. How shall I live forever unless I am 
joined to him who is “the Life”? Cut ourselves off 
from the source of life, the “well of living water,” 
and we shall surely die; but if we have trusted Christ, 
if we have cast in our lot with him, if we have be- 
come one spirit with him; then who shall separate us 
from his love? “For if we have become united with 
him in the likeness of his death, we shall be also 
by the likeness of his resurrection” (Rom, 6:5). How 
sweet it is in times of bereavement to know that 
“them that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him.” They are joined to the Lord and shall 
live forever. 

And now, how may we abide in Christ? What 
does this relationship to Christ call for, that we may 
a a the wealth waiting to be ours? 

4-we make mistake here, it will be because of 
the task’s very simplicity. And first let us recog- 
nize that our union with Christ is something. already 
existing. If we are Christians at all, we are branches 
of the true Vine. We are in Christ and Christ is in 
us. We do not create the relationship. We consent 
to it. God created it. God planted us in him. “Of 
him are ye in Christ Jesus.” However we may feel 
about it, if we are believers, this is the fact. We are 
branches already. We are simply to behave as 
branches. We are to “abide.” 

But what is this “abiding”? We are not inert bits 
of wood, but men and women with a world to face 
and a task to perform. We cannot remain passive. 
What does our Lord ask of men and women that 
answers to the abiding of a branch in the Vine? 

Is the answer doubtful? Christ asks, first, that we 
consent to the ee for which our union with him 
has been established; and such consent is, in part at 
least, abiding in him. Is fruit that purpose? Then 
we consent to fruitfulness, and ‘its conditions, how- 
ever painful and unpleasing these may be. ‘That 
means submission. That’means self-surrender. Let 
us fully understand that until we yield up ourselves 
and make his object our object we cannot “abide.” 

And then, if the fruitfulness to which we yield 
ourselves is only possible as we take the position of 
humble and trustful dependence, to depend will be to 
abide. We shall have to view ourselves as sapless 
and lifeless without the invigorating life“andsupport 
of the Vine.. Abiding is taking as well as giving. 
It is appropriating as well as turning ourselves over 
to the purposes of God, And is not the taking, the 
appropriating, the bigger factor? “Abide in me, and 
I im you.” There lies the emphasis. What’ we yield 
to Christ is as nothing beside what he bestows upon 
us; and even our power to yield must be drawn from 
his store-house of grace and power. Yet even this 
is possible because fe abides in us. 

o “abide,” then,—what is it? It is to give and 
to take. Both are absolute, both are continuous, call- 
ing for daily and hourly renewal. We are entirely 
Christ’s,—that is the first step: we have deeded our- 
selves over, body and soul, with every faculty and 
power, to be his exclusively. And then he is en- 
tirely ours, with the wealth of his nature, with the 
riches of his wisdom and strength and love. We 
live for Christ; and Christ lives for us. We make 
the self-renunciation involved in the first. We claim 
the riches involved in the second. And we do both 
BECAUSE CHRIST LIVES IN US, THE HOPE OF GLORY! 
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Should We Offer Rewards ? 


Will you please discuss the advisability of using a 
system of rewards for attendance in Sunday-school? I 
think myself that the motive is not a good one. My 
own class of young women, with whom the superin- 
tendent made it optional, refused to accept a button 
yesterday. They thought they did not need that 
motive.—A Pennsylvania Teacher. 


God cffers his children rewards if they will do 
good work. Introducing what he was to say with 
the impressive word “Verily,” our Lord declared of 
the one who does a certain thing, “Verily I say unto 
you he shall in no wise lose his reward” (Matt. 
10:42). Ina parable in which Jesus taught certain 
things concerning his return to this earth when he 
brings in his kingdom, he said that the returning 
Lord would, to servants of a certain class say: 
“Well done, thou good servant: because thou wast 
found faithful in a very little, have thou authority 
over -ten cities” (Luke 19:17). Paul urged every 
Christian to run the Christian race as one rums who 
is to receive a prize, “that ye may attain. ... Now 
they do it to receive a corruptible crown; but we an 
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chapter of the last book of the Bible the 


Lord Jesus says to all the church, through 
apostle John, “Behold, I come quickly; and my re- 
ward is with me, to render to each man according as 


his work is” (Rev. 22: 12). 
ecognize that the Chris- 


incorruptible” (1 Cor. 9:24, 25). And - 2 — 
ri 
the 


It is vital, of course, to r 
tian’s salvation and the Christian’s rewards are 
fundamentally different. Salvation is not a reward 
earned by any service that the Christian can render, 
or by any faithfulness of the Christian; it is a free 

ift, given outright by God through Christ the 

viour the instant any sinner dccepts the gift, 


wholly apart from his own works, by aith in Jesus . 
u 


Christ. “To him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned 
for righteousness” (Rom. 4: . But the saved Chris- 
tian who has taken salvation as God’s free gift may 
not have any rewards at all; for his rewards depend 
upon his works, his faithfulness in service, even 
though that service, to be pleasing to God, must -be 
accomplished by God working in him and throu 
him (Phil. 2: 12, 13). Some Christians will be with- 
out any reward in the day of the Lord’s return, 
when all appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:10). If their works are “wood, hay, stub- 
ble,” those works will not stand the fire test; “and 
the fire itself shall prove each man’s work of what 
sort it is. If any man’s work shall abide which he 
built thereon, he shall receive a reward. If any 
man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; yet though as through 
fire” (1 Cor. 3: 10-15). 

The principle of offering rewards for good ser- 
vice rendered is therefore a sound one; for God 
has established’ it. It is equally true that love for 
Christ as the motive of all our service and works is 
also a sound one, “For the love of Christ constrain- 
eth us; ... that they that live should no longer: live 
unto themselves, but unto him who for their sakes 
died and rose again” (2 Cor. 5:14, 15). But, with 
the love of Christ in the heart, let us not hesitate to 
use proper rewards in our church and Sunday-school 
work as a normal, healthy incentive to faithful ser- 
vice. God can bless such a method when it is 
prayerfully carried out according to his will, and 
when the end sought is his honor only. 


Did the Pool Have Healing Waters ?. 


I am just a little puzzled about your recent inter- 
pretation of John’5: 3, 4 in tne lesson on “Jesus at 
the Pool of Bethesda,” ‘for February 25. The passagé 
speaks of “impotent folk, . . . waiting for the moving 
of the water; for an angel of the Lord went down ‘at 
certain seasons into the.pool, and troubled the water: 
whosoever then first after the troubling of the water 
stepped in was made whole.” I notice that miost 
modern commentators give it as you do,—that is, as 
Dr. Griffith Thomas wrote, “Evidently an intermittent 
spring which possessed medicinal qualities.” Is this 
not rather an attempt to eliminate the supernatural 
from the healing qualities of the water? Or must we 
take it for granted that this was just a Jewish super- 
stition, and that there was absolutely nothing super- 
natural about the water? 

I am certain that you are just as jealous about 
guarding the true interpretation of the Word, and as 
well qualified to give it such interpretation, as any 
one that I feel inclined to appeal to. But to my own 
unlettered mind I am inclined to think that the inter- 
pretation as you and many others gave it (not ques- 
tioning scholarship at all) is rather a bending to the 
destructive higher critics, who delight in eliminating 
everything miraculous from the Scripture. 

I would be thankful for any light you might be able 
to give me on the subject.—An Illinois Friend. 


The part of this passage that speaks of the mov- 
ing of the water by an angel is not found in all the 
manus¢ripts from which our present New Testament 
text is made. It is omitted entirely from the West- 
cott and Hort Revised Greek text of the New Testa- 
ment. It is omitted from.the English text of the 
American Standard Revision, while the margin quotes 
it as inserted by “many ancient authorities.” Such 
ultra-conservative editions of the Bible as the Com- 
panion Bible and the Scofield Reference Bible rec- 
ognize the uncertainty of the authenticity of the 
passage; the Companion Bible notes that it is not in 
all the texts, and says: “If it be an addition it 
must have been a marginal note to explain the 
‘troubling’ of verse 7, which gradually got into the 
text... . The water was intermittent from the we 
springs of the waters-of Gihon. The common belief 
of the man expressed in verse 7 is hereby described. 
All will be clear if we insert a pafenthesis: ‘For (it 
was said that) an angel,’ etc.” 

Moreover, a supernatural healing provided by God 
in any such way as the waters of a pool, entirely 
apart from faith in himself sand apart from the com- 
missioning of any human messenger or prophet or 
representative of God, is not in accordance with 
God’s dealings with men as recorded throughout 
the entire Bible. The supernatural is prominent 
through the Bible; but not in this way. For that 
reason those who most reverently believe in the 
miracles as God’s own works for men do not find in 
the passage under diseussion evidence that this was 
an authentic record of God’s supernatural work. 
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When the Quarrymen Took Gold for Copper 





What the carpenter did with his new Gift and his old wages 





—— 


HIS is John Carter. He comes from the 
quarries five miles off. He has walked all 
this way to ask you something.” 

I was sitting one evening in the coffee rooms 
when one of our men came up to me and thus in- 
troduced the stranger who was with him. -~ | 

“Well,” I said, “sit down and tell me what it is.” 

“We have one hundred and eighty men working 
at the lime-kilns and quarrying out the side of the 
hill there,” he began. “They are a desperate lot. We 
are all one.as bad as another. But we have got very 
sick and tired of it now, and we want somebody to 
help us to be good. We are all at sixes and sevens. 
We work hard, but there is a lot of trouble at night. 
Some of the men live there arid some live in cottages 
around. We are in a bad way. Will you come over 
and talk to us?” . : ee 

“What! Do you mean right into the quarries? 

“Yes, right into the quarry by the furnaces.” _ 

“I don’t know whether I can do that,” I replied. 
“It is some way from here, is it not?” to a 

“Yes, but we will give you a good hearing if you 
will come. And that might make a lot of difference 
to the men. You see, Miss, they are all going down 
hill. Every one of us is going the wrong way. 
think you had better come soon.” ae 

e talked to me so earnestly about this visitation 
that I was to pay to the quarries at the dinner hour 
the next day that when I went home I half decided 
that I would go. Of course, as usual, I was greatly 
discouraged from making. such an attempt by m 
mother, who always diSapproved of anything fres 
‘that I might attempt to do. She told me that I had 
my hands full already; it was not nice for me to go 
down among those people quite alone and at such a 
distance; and more-besides. However, I persuaded 
her to-let me make a trial of it; and off I went in 
my pony carriage, my little groom sitting behind, my 
musical instrument in frént, with some hymn-books 
and a Bible. . 

When I arrived at that part of the road which 
afforded a view of the quarry slopes I saw what 
looked to me like hundreds of men all, at work with 
their pick-axes; the smoke of great furnaces was 
curling up, and altogether the place looked so 
formidable that with the memory of ig pene that 
had been said to me before-I left home, I could not 
bring-myself to walk up the lonely lane that would 
lead to the center where I had been invited. So, 
after driving up and down three or four times and 
trying to make up my mind to face the crowd I de- 
cided that it was not a suitable place for me to go to; 
and I turned around and came home again. 

That evening I again was down at the coffee room 
as usual when the same man, John Carter, turned up. 

“Well, Miss,” he said, “whatever did you do to- 
day? Why did you come to the place and then go 
away again? We were all looking out for you. The 
men were all expecting you, and we saw you when 
you drove up and down with the pony; and then you 
turned away and never came. It was very wrong. 
They-were so disappointed. Oh, Miss, why did you 
Ga-itr” ..« 

“Well,” I said, “to tell you the truth, at home I 
was advised not to undertake such a meeting as the 
one that you proposed. In the second place, I did 
not know whether I should have a welcome from 
the other men. In the third place, the sight .of such 

reat crowds really frightened me, and I did not 
fike to go alone up that lane. And there was some- 
thing else. I coujd not carry my books and the-in- 
strument. It would have been impossible to carry 
them all that way up that steep hill.” 

“Oh, so that was it,” he said. “We never thought 
of that. If we had known, we would all have been 
down to meet you.” - 

“I hope not all of you. There is such a crowd 
there, that I do not think I had better go.” 


A Postponed Service—and a Tragedy 


It was now getting late, and it was time for me 
to go home. This determined fellow, John Carter, 
insisted on accompanying me back to, our house. 
He saidthe would carry the lamp, and he said, “I 
will not let you go, Miss, until you have promised 
to come to-morrow.” The ee of his entreaties 
and promises of safety were such that I gave in, and 
the next day at the appointed time, 12 o’clock, noon, 
the dinner hour, I arrived at the lane in question. 
There I found Carter and two other men waiting 
for me. Two of them carried my possessions and 
the other offered to help me up, if the hill was too 
steep for me to climb. 

When we arrived, they went off to announce to 
the men that it’ was time for them to gather around 
the furnaces where the meeting was to be held. In 
the meantime I waited beside the furnaces. I saw 
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a man with broad shoulders, and with rough cordu- 
roy clothes on, and a very shaggy brown beard, 
standing near the furnace with a long iron crow- 
bar in his hand. 

“Do you poke up the fire with that long piece of 
iron?” I asked him. . 

Turning around to me with a very surly manner 
and voice he said, “You don’t care what we do here. 
Nobody cares.” 

“Oh,” I said, “pleage don’t say that. I have come 
all this way-to be with you.” 

“But why didn’t you come yesterday? We were 
all watching for you, and we saw the pony down 
below, and then we saw you turn back.” 

“I did not dare to come up because I did not know 
whether you wanted me to or not.” 

“Yes, that is just the way of it, and so you went 
off and turned your back on us! Well, look at that!” 
He pointed to an empty- furnace. “What do you 
see there?” 

“T see a heap of ashes,” I said, “cold, gray ashes.” 

“Yes! There is no fire there. It is your fault.” 

“T cannot understand what you mean.” 

“Where you are standing,” he \said, “yesterday 
there was a man. He was in the full prime of life: 
strong, vigorous, and hearty, but he was very un- 
happy. He was what they call in despair. He had 
gotten into trouble. He had been gambling. We 
change our wages half a dozen times from hand to 
hand. He-had lost everything and he had got into 
a scrap with the boss, and he did not know what to 
do because he thought he would lose his situation. 
He lived in my house. AH night I heard him groan- 
ing and moaning. That was the night before last. I 
said that poor fellow is going to do something dread- 
ful if you don’t look out. We sent Carter down to 
you to ask you to come up, and we said to him, 
‘Never mind, Kenzy, there’s a lady coming and she 
understands the men, She knows lots of them down 
in the town, and she will say something to cheer you 
up. Never mind, she will. You just wait. until she 
comes,epoor old chap. Don’t giv: way.’ 

“Well, we all \.2tched for you to come, and he was 
looking, too,—and you just turned away. And that 
night he disappeared. We could not find him any- 
where. He never came back to his room, and we 
all went out and searched for him last night. We 
looked everywhere, and early in the morning just 
as the day was breaking, we found his body down 
there. He had drowned hisself. He hadn’t a friend 
in the world, and he did not know what to do or 
where to turn, and there he’s gone now. His fur- 
nace is out.” 

When the man finished his terrible story, he 
jabbed ‘his crowbar with a terrific crash against the 
stone work around the furnace, and said, “Yes, just 
what I told you; nobody cares whether we live or 
whether we die.” 

I put my hand on his arm, and said to him, “Look 
at me. You never will say again from this day that 
nobody cares, because God has sent me to you to 
tell you that you have a Father in heaven who cares. 
He loves you very much, and wanted to save you 
all the time. But perhaps you did not hear, his 
message very clearly, or you did not come anywhere 
that you could hear it. So he has told me to come 
to you, and tell you all these good things. Now 
listen while I speak.” 

Just then there was the sounding of the gong, 
which was made by a wooden hammer on a tin 
plate. The men came together for their dinner 
hour. However, these dear rough fellows had de- 
cided to have no dinner that day except just mouth- 
fuls of bread and cheese that they munched as they 
ran down the slopes to meet me. By this time they 
were rallying around us in quite large numbers. As 
I stood under that beautiful blue sky, my little in- 
strument was in front of me, placed on a stone. 
Planks had been arranged, and while one of the 
men held my tune book another handed around the 
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little penny books of Sankey’s Songs of Service 
until almost every man had one. We then began to 
sing “Rescue the perishing, care for the dying.” 
After that we sang “Pass me not, O gentle Saviour.” 
Then I said to them, “By this time you are won- 
dering very much what your gentle Saviour and your 
loving Father will say to you. So I must tell you 
exactly the message I have brought to you.” I then 
read two or three verses out of the Scriptures, and 
pleaded with them very earnestly to give their 
hearts to Christ. We had another hymn, and I 
prayed for them. The whole service occupied about 
half an hour, or perhaps less. They seemed deeply 
touched, and sorry when I turned to go away. Num- 
bers of them came up to me and implored me to 
come again as soon as I possibly could. They said, 
“Can you come to-morrow?” I replied that I could 
not come to-morrow, but I wanted to know whether 
their foreman wished me to visit them. He came 
forward and said that he was quite willing that I 
should come. He said moreover that the manager 
of the quarries had told them that if it were wet I 
could have the~carpenter’s shop for the meeting. 


The Surly Carpenter Owns Up 


The next Friday I came again, and was escorted 
by two or three men up the hill. It was raining that 
day, and when I went into the carpenter’s shop I 
found myself alone with a sturdy looking man who 
sat there on a log eating hunches of bread and cheese. 
He looked most forbidding, and gave me two or 
three glances that showed that I was not welcome. 
Apparently I was taking possession of his own 
private place of work, or he thought so. May I 
sit down here until the men come?” I asked him. 

“Do what you wish,” he said very crossly. 

I saw that he did not like my being there, so I 
thought perhaps I should never see him again, and 
that perhaps I had better take advantage of the op- 
portunity to have a few words with him. So after’ 
a moment’s* thought I walked up to him and said, 
“This is your carpenter shop, and generally you are 
here all by yourself, I suppose.” 

He nodded. 

“T cannot help thinking that it would be so nice if 

ou were a Christian man, a follower of Jesus Christ. 

o you know him? \Are you a Christian?” 

“Oh, do let me alone,” he said. “I am all right. 
Yes, yes, yes, I am all right. There is nothing wrong 
about me.” 

“Oh,” I said, “you are all right. Well, that is 
something. I am glad to hear that. I would like 
you to be a real Christian: to know and love and 
follow the Lord Jesus Christ. Let him be your 
Saviour. Just let him be your Saviour. That is all.” 

By this time the men were flocking in, and with 
a very bad grace he moved out of the way while the 
other men arranged a lot of planks crossways on 
wooden logs or supports, so that a good number 
could be seated. Others had to stand. 

I spoke to them of Jesus again, reading a few 
verses”and singing one or two hymns; and then the 
meeting was over. In the meantime, they had asked 
me to be sure to come again as soon as [ could. So 
I said that I would keep to the same: day every 
week. And this seemed to satisfy them. 

On my next visit to the quarries I went straight 
to the carpenter’s shop, where I had received such a 
cold reception from the workman in charge. It was 
drizzling again, and the men were crowding in. But 
the most wonderful thing had happened. My friend 
the carpenter was receiving the men with the kindest 
of smiles, and in fact he was acting’ as the host of 
the occasion. I looked at him with some surp-ise. 
He touched his hat and gave me a kind welcome, 
showing me where he had pues a particular log 
on which I was to sit. I thanked him very much, and 
when the meeting was over I said to him as he was 
busy clearing the place out, “How very kind you are. 
You have been a wonderful help fo me to-day, and 
I was so afraid before that I was intruding.” 

“Oh, I know! I told you a lie,” he said. 

“What was that?” 

“You said to me that you would like me to fol- 
low Jesus and be a Christian, and I said I was all 
right. It was a lie. I was about as wicked as I 
could be. But it is all changed now, thank God.” 

He took off his hat, and raised his eyes as he 
stood in the doorway, and said, “Oh, He has par- 
doned me. He has pardoned me, and I am His ser- 
vant now. And I am going to help you all I can. 
Everything that I can do, I will do to help you here.” 

few weeks after this would be Easter, and I 
knew that Easter Monday was a very bad day, as a 
rule, with men of this class; having no work they 
spend their savings in the saloons, and the day often 
ends with fighting and disgraceful proceedings. 
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They told me themselves that they were rather afraid 
of Easter Monday. So on a sudden impulse one day 
I said, “Now, don’t let us have a black Monday this 
time when Easter comes, but a white Monday,—a 
beautiful, clean, clear, good day, a white Monday. 


What do you say to that?” 

I must remark here that constantly when I was 
speaking to these men they would chime in, or ask 
a question without the slightest hesitation. On one 
of these occasions I had just said, “Why-in the world 
do you not accept my offer? Some men have ac- 
cepted, but others have not. Why is it? The Lord 
says to you, ‘For the wages of sin is death; but the 

ift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

ord.’” This was our text for that day. “You 
work hard for your ‘wages and you expect the 
Master to give all the money when it comes to Sat- 
urday.” They nodded assent and said, “Aye, aye, that 
is right.” “But when you work for Satan you are 
serving the evil one and his wages are terrible. 
They are called pEATH, and in another verse it says 
that you have to take those wages to the uttermost 
farthing.” “That is bad,” one or two remarked. 
“Yes,” I said, “it is bad. That is why I don’t want 
you to have them. But here stands another to-day 
who holds out His bleeding hand, and he says “The 
ift’—that is not wages.” ... “Oh no, Miss,” they 
interrupted. “‘The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ He wants you to 
take from him the gift. And now he says, Take it. 
Why don’t you take that beautiful gift? A gift 
for all eternity. - It is called eternal life.” 

“Because,” a man replied, “there is so much to 
give up.” 

Before I could answer him another man~behind 
me said, “What do you mean, Bill? ‘The lady did 
not tell you to give up. She told you to take. She 
said nothing about giving up.” 

“Oh, but I know,” said Bill, “I know what that 
means.” 

“What does it mean, then? What have you got to 
give up?” 

“Well, you know I have to give up the drinking 
and the bad company, and the sing-songs, and a lot 
of other things.” 

Whereupon the man who had answered him stepped 
hurriedly forward in front of me, and-holding out 
his hand said, “Suppose you had a handful of cop- 

ers, Bill, and I brought you a handful of gold. 

ould you say, ‘Stop a minute, I must count the 
coppers. I do not know whether there is any room 
in my hand for the gold’? Would you do that?” 

“Course I would not. .I would not be such a fool.” 

“What would you do then?” / 

“I would take the gold, and let the old copper 
drop.” 

“Oh, yes,” said the other man,. “that is just it. 
Now Miss, you go on.” 

So I said, “Yes, he is quite right. Jack is quite 
right. You. would take the gold and let the old 
coppers drop; Jack asked you the question, and you 
have given him a very good answer. Now. which 
will you do? Will you cling to the old coppers or 
will you take the gold, the gift of God, his immedi- 
ate salvation, immediate, present, eternal,—and then 
let the old things go? They will go themselves. You 
just take the gift of eternal life.” 

The response was very hearty, and almost unani- 
mous, as to the fairness of the argument. 


A Pentecostal White Monday 


This was the style in which our meetings were 
conducted, so when I asked them if they would not 
like to have a white Monday, they said, “Yes, Miss, 
if you will spend it with us.” 

a not prepared for this at all, but there was 
no time to lose. A thought came to me, and I said, 
“All right. I will spend it with you. We will all 
have a good time together. Could you each afford 
one shilling? If so, you and I will all go down to 
the sea early in the morning on Easter Monday, and 
have a eoel, long day there.” 

“Oh,” they said, “we have got Tuesday, too.” 

“Then we will spend a night at Eastbourne, and 
bs will all come back together. Would you like 
that?’ 

All the men wished to go. They clapped and ap- 
plauded. I never saw anything like their enthusiasm. 
The only regret was that the wives and children 
must be left behind, because I told them I would not 
undertake the families, but just the men. 

Monday morning came. had about one hundred 
and sixty shillings; I supplemented that with a little 
money, and we all went on the excursion. We had 
a remarkably interesting railway journey of about an 
hour and a half; we sang hymns, we told stories, we 
welcomed new converts. When we arrived there was 
great excitement. We went to the town hall, where 
a cold meat dinner was arranged, and we returned 
again at seven o'clock for a coffee supper; and there 
the men lay on the floor and spent the night. During 
our walks on the beach I could not say how many 
men were born again under that bright blue sky and 
-- beside those rippling waves. It was a wonderful day. 


They sang hymns, they bathed, they walked and 
talked, and lay down and rested under the rocks, 
and were full of delight. 
fect. 


Their behavior was per- 
Some of the townspeople came to see us off 
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on Tuesday afternoon, and expressed their aston- 
ishment at the conduct of these men and the bright, 
shining, happy faces of the quarry workers. 

This work went on for five years. The whole place 
was transformed. The Gospel will do its miracle 
work wherever it is taken. 

The man who received me in the carpenter’s shop 
with such coldness on that first day and afterwards 
became so warm a friend to the meeting told me 
this incident about himself: On that particular day 
when we had the first meeting in. the shop and he 
had just told me so untruly that he was a Christian, 
he went back to his garret in the public-house. It 
was cold and chilly weather at the time, and he 
found his wife in a dark room, with a miserable 
ragged print dress on, no fire in the grate, and the 
children literally unclothed, with but a sheet wrapped 
around them. 

“I always lived at that public house because I 
could get the drink so handy,” he explained. “I have 
plenty of money—I earn four pound a week—but on 
that day when I went home from my work at six 
o'clock in the evening I found my wife there shiv- 
ering and wretched. She sobbed out as I entered 
the room, ‘I see that Mrs. Jones has got a nice new 
dress.’ (Mrs. Jones was the landlady of the inn.) 
‘She’s warm and comfortable all right, but I 
shivering here. There is no food for the children 
and no fire. Oh, I wish I were like her.’ I went 
straight up to her said said, ‘Mary, you shall never 
say that again. Never! Never!’ She looked so ter- 
rified! for she thought I was going to strike her. 
Then I put my arms around her and I said, ‘Mary, 
you have got a different husband now. I am never 
going to drink any more. eEverything is changed. I 
will bring back all my money to this room, and you 


am. 
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shall have warm clothes and-a fire in the grate, and 
the children can go to school.’ She looked at me 
with great surprise, as if she could not believe what 
I said. Then I told her that you had come to the 
uarries and were telling us of a better way, and 
that you told us of Jesus Christ. I now believed in 
Him and wanted Him to be my Saviour and Friend, 
and I wanted her too to come to this same Christ. 
And she said she would. So we had a wonderful 
time together. I suppose you know that we left 
that public house some weeks ago,” he continued. 

“No,” I said, “I know nothing about the public 
house. You never told me about that.” 

“T have taken a cottage in the village close by,” 
he said. “It is such a nice cottage, and there is a 
garden, and my wife is so happy and the children 
attend the village school.. They are very different 
now, for they are all comfortably clothed and look - 
quite well dressed. Oh, I wish you could see us in 
our new home!” 

“T should like to very much,” I replied. 

So I called -by appointment shortly after this. 
When I arrived the wife met me at the door, smiling, 
clean, happy, and prosperous looking. She said her 
children were out. 

“Where is your husband?” I asked. “Is he busy?” 

“Yes,” she said, “he is busy. He is in the back 
yard making a cradle for the baby. - In all my life 
I never saw anybody so changed. He never used to 
do anything for us, but just abuse us. Now he is 
trying every day to do some little thing to make 
the house more comfortable.” 

Just then her husband appeared, his face radiant, . 
and with a kindly outstretched hand he gave me a 
welcome to their new home, where, he said, “Christ 
reigns; for He is the Master.” 
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by the Scripture Gift Mission, of London, on 

leaving for the front. It was the only copy in 
his trench, and he was constantly being asked.to lend 
his book,—so that it was rarely in his possession. 
He asked his comrades whether they really. wanted .to 
read God’s Word, because if so he would cut the 
book up in pieces and they could exchange the: pages 
among themselves. This was done; and the soldier 
writing home of the incident asked for sufficient 
Testaments to supply all his comrades with a copy. 
They were sent to him. We do not. realize how 
much the men who are facing death momentarily 
feel their need of the dnly Book that can show them 
how to be prepared for the life to come. 

Fifteen millions of copies of. the Scriptures, chiefly 
Testaments and Gospels, and in some cases smaller 
portions of the Word of God, seem an almost in- 
credible quantity, yet that approximates the number 
of copies circulated by the Scripture Gift Mission 
since the European War began. 

What they have meant to the soldiers and sailors 
eternity alone will reveal, but there is no doubt that 
thousands and thousands of men will be in glory as 
a direct result of reading the Word of God, which 
has made them wise unto salvation, and without hu- 
man aid. 

The Scripture Gift Mission is not a new organiza- 
tion, but was founded thirty years ago with the aim 
of placing the Word of God in an attractively illus- 
trated form in the hands of men of all nations. The 
illustrations used are all pictures of Palestine life, 
and with no representation of our blessed Lord. 
The editions of the Scriptures are now issued in 
ninety different languages, and the method adopted 
by the Society is to make free grants to missionaries 
of all denominations so that they may have gratui- 
tously the Bread of Life for the hungry multitudes, 

Since the war broke out the Society ‘has largely 
confined its efforts to the belligerent nations, and 
wonderful open doors have been presented to the So- 
ciety,—we believe such as have never been presented 
to any Society before. 

How impossible it would be to send enough Chris- 
tian workers to the front! Yet the Word itself 
does the work. See yonder officer going his round 
among the trenches. He comes across a young sol- 
dier reading a Gospel of John, “You don’t believe in 
that..book, do you?” asks the officer, “Yes, sir,” 
replies the soldier, “I do believe in that book.. First, 
because it has been the means of saving .my soul; 
second, because it has taken away all. fear of death; 
and third, sir, when I read this blessed Book the Lord 
graciously encourages me and feeds my soul with the 
heavenly manna found in it.” 

The officer had no reply to make, and passed on. 
Hardly had he taken two. steps when a shell burst 
near, and turning around he’ saw the young soldier’s 
head roll off.. It was sucha shock. to’ him that‘ he 
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went over to where the quivering body lay, picked 
up the Gospel, took it into his» dug-out and began 
reading it. Through it he was so convinced of his 
need of a Saviour that he then and. there yielded 
‘himself to Christ. ‘He wrote ‘home to his wife, told 
her of his conversion in simple language, and through 
God’s grace she too and their three grown-up daugh- 
ters were saved. “My word shall not return unto 
me void.” 

‘A young girl, anxious to get a parcel off to her 
sweetheart at the front, went to a shop in the north 
of London to buy some comforts. The grocer sug- 
gested that he might be able to pack the parcel bet- 


‘ter than she ‘could. She consented to his doing so, 


and he slipped inside a little portion of the Scripture, 
entitled “The Soldier’s and Sailor’s Armor in Peace 
and War.” It is a booklet of some 96 pages, en- 
tirely in the words of Scripture, with a dozen hymns 
at the end. A 

The parcel safely reached its destination; and the 
soldier, writing to his fiancée, thanked her for it, 
making special mention of the little booklet enclosed. 
She in turn, rather indignant, went to the grocer to 
find out what it was he had placed inside; but on 
seeing a copy she was satisfied. 

But the soldier, who was one of the worst char- 
acters in the regiment, was won to Christ by reading 
the booklet, and into his life came the radical change. 
He could not keep the good news to himself, but 
was constantly speaking to others of his newly found 
Saviour, and singing the hymns at the end of the 
book, His comrades nicknamed him “Singing Jim.” 
Later there was an engagement between the two 
lines of trenches; a lad was wourmded, and when vol- 
unteers were asked to fetch the poor fellow in, “Sing- 
ing Jim” offered. He had got over to the wounded 
boy when a star shell burst overhead, revealing their 
position; a sniper shot, and the bullet went through 
“Singing Jim’s” brain. Some one else went over to 

et the wounded lad and also the dead body. In 
“Singing Jim’s” pocket was found a long letter writ- 
ten to his sweetheart, telling her how the little book 
had been the means of his conversion. Said the 
wounded soldier, “Please let me have that letter, 
for if I should get better I will take it to the young 
lady and tell her how “Singing Jim” laid down his 
life for me.” He was true to his word, found out 
Jim’s fiancée, and gave her the letter. It was a touch- 
ing interview. Before leaving,, his comrades had 
asked him when he returned to bring with him enough 
books for each one to have a copy of the book that 
had made such a change in “Singing Jim’s” life. 

Many soldiers do not care to go into the trenches 
without a copy of God’s Word on their person. They 
look upon it with a kind of superstition, but even 
this God uses for his own glory, for often in idle 
moments in the trenches. and dug-outs the men take 
out the little Testaments from their pockets and 
read them. It is the only book they desire, and all 














LESSON FOR MAY 13 (John rs : 1-16) 


the armies show the same desire for the Scriptures. 
Scores and scores of Testaments and Gospels have 
actually been the means of saving physical life, and 
when the men have seen their books shot through, 
or partially through, by a bullet; they have rea 
them with an increased interest. God has spoken 
to them in this strange way and they have yielded 
themselves to Him. - 

When we think of the millions of the best man- 
hood of Europe being pitted against each other in 
deadly conflict, surely the best book to provide for 
“The Man of War” is the “Book of Peace.” 

How willing the soldiers of Russia and Belgium 
and France and Germany are to receive the Word! 
In a British hospital:a soldier who was. wounded 
after having bayoneted a German soldier told how 
the German pulled out a Gospel of John from his 
pocket and handing it to him said, “Take this, eat, 
drink, and live forever.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“Please tell me more of the Lord Jesus,” wrote a 
French soldier to whom a comrade had given a 
Gospel in French. “I do want more guidance into 
the way of life.” 

A branch of the Soitere Gift Mission has been 
formed in the city of Philadelphia, and another in 
Canada. 

The secretary of the American Branch is Robert 
B. Haines, Jr., 119 South Fourth Street, Philadel- 

hia, and the treasurer is Mr. Asa S. Wing, of the 
rovident Life and Trust Co., 411 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. To either.of these, gifts may be sent 
for the work. Roughly speaking, -5,000 Gospels or 
500 Testaments can be provided for fifty dollars, 


which is a very low rate, and nothing whatever is de- - 


ducted from such gifts for working expenses, which 
are met from the sales in the business department of 
the Mission. 


Lonpon, Enc. 
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[When Sunday Puzzled New York’s Reporters | 


What does their variety of treatment of a single sermon signify ? 


By Joseph Addison Richards 
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There is no more alert individual to be found anywhere to “size up” a situation than 


the New York newspaper reperter, Every newspaper man is trained to launch right 


into the heart of any news event he is handling, seize the “ feature,”’ and “ fling it to 
the front ’’ in the first paragraph of his “‘lead.’’ While reports differ according to the 
policies and the characteristics of various papers, there is usually a remarkable simi- 
‘ larity of “‘ judgment ’’ among the reporters as to what is really the crux of the matter. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that Mr. Richards should take special notice of the wide 
divergence of treatment by the New York papers in handling a single sermon of Billy 
Sunday’s. When God pours out the fulness of His message through a gifted servant, 
it tests the mettle of even the most brilliant journalist to make a comprehensive and 
compact report. 


the sermons of Billy Sunday that are handed to 

them to be “released,” as the technical phrase 
has it, after the sermon is preached. The shrewd 
newspaper man has noticed that the sermon as de- 
livered departs so greatly from the manuscript that 
the reporters prefer to write their own “stuff.” 

On Wednesday night Mr. Sunday spoke from the 
text, “Thy name shall be no more Jacob, but Israel: 
for as a prince hast thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed” (Gen. 32:28). . ; 

“And here is what the different papers found in 
that one discourse. The headlines of the New: York 
World the next morning. were as follows: 


"Tite New York newspapers are not publishing 


26,000 hear Billy mix religion, fun, and patriotism. 

He tells-about strong men who have prayed, and 
his references to President Wilson and Mr. 
Roosevelt evoke cheers. 

High praise of Jews for many great deeds. 

Says God will show some Wall Street bankers 
how weak they are—dances after telling how 
he kept $15 overpay. 

« 
You can see that I haven’t attempted to express 
these headlines in the relative sizes of type at all, but 
am just offering them to your imagination to picture 
them in the size they actually appeared. 
Next is the New York American: 


Billy Sunday predicts bread lines within a year 
unless food is conserved. 

Biggest problem we face, evangelist tells crowd. 
Turns fusillade of old Gospel on whiskey. 

Bachelors denounced as worthless, and men told 
to praise wives occasionally—woman pacifist 
ignored. 

Sinners can’t bluff by mock prayer, declares 
evangelist. 


Must live our supplications, he says. 
The New York Herald starts its story thus: 


Epigram and flights of sentiment fill Billy’s 
praise of womanhood. 


Kind words better than funeral flowers. 


Declares Mr. Roosevelt and President do not 
disdain to resort to prayer. 

Billy Sunday, at the close of his sermon last 
night in the Tabernacle, paid a glowing tribute 
to the worth of womanhood. The note he 
struck, eloquent at times and at times humor- 
ous, seemed to delight his hearers of both 
sexes. 


The New York Times, crowded as it is with a vast 
amount of news from everywhere, has treated the 
Sunday revival rather conservatively, in amount. of 
space and in exploitation of eccentricities. 


Full house hears Sunday on Jacob. 


Typical tabernacle crowd cheers and laughs as 
the evangelist wills. 


Reverts to his old topics. 


Lambasts the saloon, eulogizes woman, and finds 
pratse for public men. 


- The New York Tribune, which endeavors to treat 
all news in the most human fashion, summed it up 
as follows: 


Sunday lauds Jewish race for its deeds. 

Praise your wife, he suggests to husbands in 
audience. 

Slang lessons for women keep evangelist in pul- 
pit till 9:30. 

Bread cards pictured for city in a year. 


& brand new, well-tailored suit of gray, an au- 
dience of 18,000 well-disposed, attentive revivees, 
and a “rip bang snorter” of a sermon combined to 
make the revivalist “feel pretty good”—so “good” 
that having talked the tabernacle full of religion, 
he took up with Religion’s companion, Romance, 
weaved spells for world-weary wives and slang 
parables for misses weary of being misses. 

Incidentally, he dispensed “a little of the old 
Gehenna” to those husbandS who “make their 
wives slave all their life, then buy them a ‘Gates 
Ajar’ and write ‘At Rest’ on the tombstone.” 


Finally the New York Sun, always the character- 
istic Sun in use of English and in taking for 
granted a largé amount of general intelligence on the 
part of its readers, came nearer to a genuine realiza- 
tion of the marvelous range of the sermon than any 
of its contemporaries. The Sun gave the following: 


Sunday enacts drama of sin. 
ro all the réles in “Selling Gold Bricks to 
Oo Ng 


Evangelist’s dynamic eccentricities bring out- 
bursts of applause. 


.. By permission of the Rev. William Ashley Sun- 
day it is possible to present the dramatis personae 
of the performance which was given in the taber- 
nacle last night for the undoing of the Old One 
and for the benefit of revealed religion, a per- 
formance entitled “Selling Gold/Bricks to God”: 


The Duke of Wellington... Billy Sunday 
A Hog-jowled Bartender... . Billy Sunday 


A Woman of Society...... Billy Sunday 
Ben FIAMMA 56 voce ccccece Billy Sunday 
ME hi kch ci veacesneysie Billy Sunday 
A Woman of the Street.... Billy Sunday 
SS arr eer Billy Sunday 
| ae ee Billy Sunday 
PUNE. Sk ciate ainciene above Billy Sunday 


No other actor (for Billy will tell you he is an 
actor in the service ofthe Lord) ever tried with- 
out costume or make-up to play. so many parts or 
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impersonate so many characters. By leaps and 
bounds he was all over his stage, the green car- 
peted platform of the meeting-house, his voice 
changing from the soprano plaint of a woman of 
society to the bass tones that Billy associates with 
the personality of the Iron Duke; from the mixed 
ale huskiness of the bartender to the whoop of a 


_ raiding Indian; from the nasal twang of a 


countryman to the clipped slang of the street 
woman, 

He was Edison’s mechanical dream come to 
life, a moving-picture and a phonograph, sound 
synchronizing with sight. Old-fashioned church- 
goers in the overflowing tabernacle stiffened their 
backs and stared (as Billy hoped they would do) 
“when his whirling mind and his leaping body con- 
ceived and projected concrete pictures of sin and 
‘hypocrisy, giving full rein to his talent for mimicry 
and burlesque. Presently they relaxed, began to 
smile and ended by laughing uproariously as they 
beat their hands together. 


Now, the astounding fact is that all that each one 
of these papers discovered was actually there in that 
one sermon. Sermon? . No, it wasn’t a sermon, nor 
do I say this disparagingly at all, but still, it wasn’t 
a sermon. It was a torrent. Every once in a while 
you would have discovered that he came back to the 
text for a single moment or for a paragraph, but the 
enticements of the by-paths were so many that he 
wandered here and there till each trained reporter 
had to pick out a few things upon which to specialize 
so that any interested reader who really wanted to 
know what Billy Sunday said that night would have 
had to purchase all the newspapers that I have in- 
stanced, and perhaps some more, to have discovered 
all that he said. 

I confess that he did not grip me as did the ser- 
mons of last Lord’s Day. No, it seemed to me, as 
an advertising man, to be a splendid scintillating ad- 
vertisement of Billy Sunday’s stock in trade as an 
evangelist that might cause interested buyers or bar- 
gain hunters to come back to the tabernacle to hear 
him again, perhaps never dreaming that some day 
they would be caught in the Gospel net skilfully flung 
about them by the power of the Holy Spirit speak- 
ing through this heterogeneous, whole-hearted, sin- 
gle-eyed follower of Jesus Christ. 

But I must take care lest I follow into Billy's habit 
of using adjectives. 


New York City. 
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Rice for the Bread of Life 
By Stanley A. Hunter 


N INTERESTING people are the poor and 

ignorant dwellers in the Khassia Hills of India. 
Christianity has been spreading among them, and 
now, although they are poverty-stricken as regards 
possessions, they have some spiritual riches. 

When the Missionary Society working among them 
recently found itself short of funds, the Christian 
Khassia women decided to hold a prayer-meeting. 
They took their troubles to the Lord, for they did 
not want to see the advances which had been con- 
templated lost. Their sort of praying soon brought 
an answer as to what should be done. Now, the 
Khassies are as poor a people as the earth supports. 
They eat but two meals a day, and a meal with them 
is rice “without many fixings.” Their clothing is 
scanty enough, and it scarcely enters into the high 
cost of living. Very few Khassies have any pos- 
sessions that could be sold, ‘The houses do not even 
have furniture. 

So if money were to be saved it had to be saved 
on food. It was decided to set apart a handful of 
rice from the morning and evening meal in every 
Christian family. They work together in India. 
Caste organization has taught them the value of 
concerted action! The “consecrated rice” pile grew 
in every home. . Once a month the officers went 
around to collect it from house to house. Do you 
realize that the monthly income of a whole family 
there averages only from four to five dollars? Yet 
this saving amounted to from twenty-five to thirty- 
two cents per family each month! Not all Christians 
in India give that way, but the poor hillsfolk did. 

When the rice was sold over a thousand dollars 
was secured. They gave up rice to give the Bread 
of Life! As Mr. F. Kehl, of Calcutta, reports: 
“Several thousand rupees have enabled the women 
to send preachers and teachers to remote villages of 
the Khassia Hills which otherwise would have been 
left without the Bread of Life.” 

Perhaps God’s hand was in the shortage of mis- 
sion funds after all. 

RIversIpE, CAL. 


What does the Gospel of John teach about Christ 
as God? The little book by the Rev. S. W. Pratt, 
“The Deity of Jesus Christ” (50 cents, The Sunday 
School Times Company), jelps one to get a clear 
folds it. 


view of the theme as John 











LESSON 7. MAY 13. JESUS THE TRUE VINE 


Golden Text: I am the vine, ye are the branches—John 15 : 5 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


EGIN by telling the story of the old lady who 

was criticized for boasting of her salvation, and 

the unexpected reply that she made (Illustration 
Round Table, 1). 


Our Background Material 


How much belongs to us in Christ? Ask the ciass 
to give their views. We have one answer in Ephe- 
sians 1: 3,—have it read aloud. See whether the class 
has ever studied the way the New Testament bases 
everything for the Christian on the fact that we are 
“in Christ.” Suggest that members of the class look 
up New Testament passages that bring in the ex- 

ression “in Christ,” or “in him,” and. tell, next 

unday, something of what they have found. 

A very interesting and suggestive summary has 
been made, of leading messages of Paul’s epistles, 
centering in what we have “in Christ,” as follows: 


In CuHrRIST 


Romans, Justified. 

1 and 2 Corinthians, Separated. 
Galatians, Sanctified. 
Ephesians, Seated. 

Philippians, Satisfied. 
Colossians, Completed. 

1 and 2 Thessalonians, Glorified. 


A most profitable exercise would be to let each 
of seven members of the class bring in certain pas- 
sages from the seven books or pairs of books in the 
aboye list, and show how the particular blessing that 
that list connects with an epistle is found in that 
epistle. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrapne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

There is only one true vine in the universe. A 
grape-vine is not a true vine; nor is any other vine 
in the natural world. Every such vine is a7 a 
shadow of the reality; only a divinely created illus- 
tration of the real thing. The only real vine, the 
only true vine in the universe, is Jesus Christ. Nat- 
ural grape vines growing in a vineyard suggest to us, 
under God’s plan, the marvelous fact of the true 
vine, which is Christ, and the branches of the true 
vine, which are believers in Christ. 

Note the three trees used in the New Testament to 
illustrate spiritual truth or reality, as given by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

Now our union with Christ (if we are believers) 
is perhaps the most stupendous truth—next to, and 
resulting from, the atonement—in the -Bible. It 
means that, just as literally as branches are part of 
the vine, so we are part ae Chilel~aee all men are, 
but only those who believe on him as their Saviour. 
Let the teacher prayerfully read and re-read the 
leading editorial on the first two pages of this issue, 
until the glorious truth and reality of union with 
Christ, there set forth, is overwhelmingly clear. 
Then, whatever else is done with this lesson, ask 
God’s supernatural power and illumination in making 
this truth overwhelmingly clear to the class. 

For when we really see that Christ has literally 
taken into himself and joined to himself, as part of 
his very being, the bodies and spirits (1 Cor. 6:.15, 
17) of all Christians, so that we are actually a part 
of Christ himself, just as literally as the branch is 
part of the vine, and not as a figure of speech, but 
as a fact,—what then? Every problem of life is 
solved; every need is met. For Christ will live our 
life for us (Phil. 1:21); Christ will win all our 
victories (Rom. 8: 37), do all our work (Phil. 4:13) ; 
he will fulfill the daring word that “as he is, even so 
are we in this world” (1 John 4:17); he will make 
our daily, momently life a thrilling experience of 
supernatural adventure, victory, and accomplishment. 

Not that we, as branches in the Vine, ever lose our 
free will or, in this life, the capacity for sinning. 
Branches in the Vine, those who are actually mem- 
bers of Christ, can, if they will, be fruitless; on the 
other hand, those that are most fruitful can be 
made more fruitful through the loving, pruning care 
of the Husbandman. 

Scripture references showing God’s discipline to 
render souls more fruitful are given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2). What pruning does, and why, is 
explained by Mr. Ridgway (1). The difficulty and 
skilfulness of pruning in Oriental countries is ex- 
plained in the Oriental Lesson Lights (1). Use the 

. 
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John 15: 1-16. Commit verses 7, 8 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 15: 1-1 

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh it 
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, 
that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already ye are clean be- 
cause of the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; so neither can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth 
much fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing. 6 If a 
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and they gather them, and cast them inta the 
fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you. 8 Herein 1is my Father glorified, * that 
ye bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples. 9 Even 
as the Father hath loved me, I also have loved you: abide 
ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
ebide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s com- 
mandments, and abide in his love. 11 These things have 


I spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you, and that - 


your joy may be made full. 12 This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another, even as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this,-that a man lay 
gown his life for his friends. 


10Or, was * Many ancient authorities read that ye bear 
much fruit, and be-my disciples. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson % Sons ; 
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striking illustration of the branch that was found in 
Switzerland, showing how it was knit into the very 
heart of the tree (Round Table, 2). 

There are two verses in. the lesson, 2 and 6, that 
are almost sure to be misunderstood unless care- 
fully explained. They do not mean that any branch 
of the Vine is ever, in time or eternity, severed from 
the Vine; the believer is never separated from 


~ Christ (John 6: 37-39; 10:27, 28; Rom. 8:38, 39). 


“Taketh away” in verse 2, spoken of “every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit,” is an entirely misleading 
English translation of the Greek; for the Greek verb 
thus mistranslated occurs constantly throughout the 
New Testament, and is over and over again correctly 
translated “lift,” “take up,” “bear up,” as in Matthew 
4:6; John 8:59; Luke 17:13; Acts 27:17, etc., etc. 
Verse 2 may mean that the husbandman, the Father, 
takes to himself those branches in Christ that he 
sees will not bear fruit. Or it may mean, as sug- 
on by the Companion Bible, that he raises the 
ruitless branch from grovelling on the ground that 
it may bear fruit. And verse 6 simply declares that 
the fruitless branch has to be laid aside; it is use- 
less in God’s service on earth in this life, even though 
now and always a branch, and therefore forever part 
of Christ and saved. Such branches in the natural 
world men burn, like the burning of the withered 
branches in the Orient (Oriental Lesson Lights, 2) ; 
but the inspired text is careful not to say that God 
casts into the fire and burns the fruitless branches 
in Christ. He may.take them home to himself, like 
the “weak and sickly” Christians, “not a few” of 
whom died, in 1 Corinthians 11:30. As Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 8) points out, verse 6 refers to the 
spiritual condition of the Christian, but not to his 
standing in God’s sight. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


All that Christ asks of the believer is to take all 
that belongs to him, by virtue of the place where he 
is—in Christ.. This taking of all that belongs to us, 
as Christians, is abiding in Christ. Abiding in Christ 
is different from merely being in Christ. It goes 
beyond mere union with Christ. Every Christian is 
in Christ; but not every Christian abides in Christ. 
Abiding refers to more than merely our position; 
it means our restfully trusting Christ for all that be- 
longs to us because we are in him. 

The word abide occurs eleven times in this brief 
lesson,—let the class locate each case. And when 
we have discovered the secret of abiding, we have 
discovered the secret of everything. So, again, 

rayerfully ask God to make this truth of abiding 
uminously, supernaturally clear to yourself; and 
then through you to your class. The last half dozen 
paragraphs of the editorial should be readsagain for 
this truth of abiding. Then study carefully Section 
III of Dr. Griffith Thomas’ article, “The Heart of 
the Lesson,” noting his definition (II, 4) of abide. 

Note, in that Section III of Dr: Griffith Thomas’ 
(III, 10), that of four things that Christ says to 
men, the command to abide in Him is the last and 
highest requirement. 

ecrets of abiding (Dr. Griffith Thomas, III, 11). 

The abiding branch yields to the Vine and draws 
on the Vine. Abiding “lets go, and lets God,” for 
abiding is the secret of the Victorious Life. 





Teaching Points 
The disciples were clean because they had be- 
lieved on Christ; and a believer on Christ is wholly 
clean in the sight of God (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 3). 
God cannot do anpining in a little way,—he always 
acts in a large way. So the abiding branch bears, not 
a little, but much fruit (v. 5). 


What is “fruit of the vine’? Not works, but. 


character; not what we do, but what we are,—mani- 
festations or expressions of the life, the very being, 
of Christ. Galatians 5:22 gives the inspired an- 
swer. (See Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 7). 


Joy is one element of the fruit of the Spirit; note 
the Siclene passages. given by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 9), on the fulness of joy, and after finding them 
from the concordance distribute them in class on 
slips of paper to be read aloud. 

Fruit. bearing in the natural world is discussed by 
Mr. Ridgway .(2); and how fruit bearing glorifies 
God is pointed out by the same writer (3). 

How a little girl of seven knew that she had 
found the secret of what it is to abide in God’s love 
(Round Table, 3). 

It is the branch’s business.to abide; it is the Vine’s 
responsibility to produce the fruit. 

It is not enough to abide in Christ; his words, or 
teachings, must abide in us if we are to have our 
prayers answered (v. 7). Why this is so is ex- 
plained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). 

We prove our friendship for Christ when we do 
the things which he commands us (v. 14). But the 
things which he commands are supernatural; we can- 
not do them “apart from him,” that is, except by 
abiding in him.- He commands us to yield, and to be- 
lieve, and to bear supernatural fruit; and we must 
trust him for all three—let him “do it all.” Then 
indeed we are his friends. 

All the marvelous privileges offered_us as branches 
of the vine are the résult, not of our choosing him, 
but of his choosing us (v. 16). It is all “by grace’ 
(Eph. 2:8, 9; 1 John 4:19; John 6:37). 

A personal experience showing what a revolution 
in a mature Christian’s life was wrought when his 
eyes were finally opened to the truth of his union 
with Christ is given in a pamphlet, “The Life that 
Wins,” which might be given to each member of the 
class for prayerful study and discussion (it may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 20 
cents a doze copies or 2 cents each). - 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What are the commandments of Christ? (Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas, II, 8). 

What shall we say when we see good fruit appa- 
rently coming from the lives of those who are not 
Christians? This question is discussed in Pucker’s 
class in the section “Union With Christ.” 

What things does the Father-husbandman do for 
the branches? - ‘ 

How can a saved Christian be fruitless? 

. How might God be unloving if he never let us be 
urt: 

Give your idea of union with Christ. 

Does verse 13 mean more than merely laying down 
one’s physical life for a friend? 

( ks limitation is there on “whatsoever ye will”? 

v. 7. 

( What were the Father’s commandments to Christ? 

v. 10.) 

Is it ever right to be _joyless? 

A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


The Importance of Self-Control (Isaiah 28 : 1-13). 


If you were an architect and had erected a glori- 
ously beautiful building, how would you enjoy de- 
liberately destroying that building until it was a 
mass of ruins? This gives a faint hint of what God’s 
feelings must have been as he directed that the “glo- 
rious beauty” of his beloved and chosen people should 
be destroyed and trodden, under foot. But not for- 
ever. Isrdel is yet to be more’ glorious, on this earth, 
than the greatest and best it has known in the past. 

Why is the word Ephraim used (vs. 1, 3), and what 
does it mean? 


Who was the “mighty and strong one”? (v. 2). 
What time is referred to by “that day”? (v. 5.) 


How do you account for the sudden change be- 
tween the message of verses 1-4 and 5-6? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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EESSON FOR MAY 13 (John 1s : 1-16) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





. What Are the Facts? f 

Connection.—After the discourses in chapters 13 
and 14, it is probable that this one was spoken on the 
way to ne (14:31). It was intended to 
encourage the disciples by the assurance of their 
Master’s presence, notwithstanding his approaching 
departure (14: 18, 20, 27). This thought of Christ's 
presence is illustrated by the egy mtd of the vine, 
which would be familiar to the disciples as Fs 
Three trees in the New Testament illustrate ‘ip- 
ture teaching: the olive (Rom. 11: 17-24), showing 
the relation to Abraham the root, and the Gentiles 
the branches; the fig (Mark 11:13), illustrating re- 
ligious profession; and the vine, expressive of fruit- 
fulness (Psa. 80: 8-11; Isa. 5: 1-7; Jer. 2:21). (1) 

Place.—Jerusalem, as in the last lesson, and either 
in the Upper Room or on the way to the Garden. 
Some think the allegory of the vine was suggested 

the well-known figure of the vine in the Temple 
ourt, or else by the vineyards in the suburbs. 

Time.—A. D. 31, April. 

Books.—Riddle, “Outline ‘Harmony of the Gcs- 
pels” (The Sunday School Times Company, 25 cents), 
sections 137-140; Croscup, “Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday School 
Times, $1), sections 152-155; Vollmer, “Students’ 
Life of rist” (Revell, $1.25 net), pp. 235-2390; 
Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land” io Sunday School Times, 75 
cents), chapters 5 and 6. 


Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 2—Branch in me. Care must be taken not 
to press this symbol of vine and branch beyond its 
proper limit. e thought all through is of fruitful- 
ness rather than life. The phrase “in me” is found 
in the New Testament in connection both with the 
union of life and the communion of service, and thus 
applies either to what may be called judicial position 
or spiritual condition. It is the latter here, and it 
must never be forgotten that this thought of fruit- 
fulness pesouapest the various aspects of Christ’s 

ift of life, as stated in the first fourteen chapters. 

aketh it away, referring to the discipline of the 
husbandman, who removes fruitless branches or else 
transfers the vine to other parts of the vineyard. 
Cleanseth. The work of the gardener in taking away 
side-shoots and superfluous roots, the general re- 
sult of the pruning knife. Spiritually, this may mean 
God’s discipline to render souls more fruitful 
(Deut. 8:5; Job 23: 10; Psa.g4:12; Rom.8:17). (2) 

Verse 3.—Clean. See 13:10. They were ready 
for fruitfulness because of their true relation to 
Christ as life, with every hindrance removed. The 
Word does for the soul what water does for the 
7 (Eph. 5:26). (3) MES 

erse 4——Abide. A characteristic word of John 
in Gospel and Epistles, meaning “stay where you are.” 
While the believer has permanent and eternal union 
with Christ, it is possible to fall short of real com- 
munion, and hence the need of this exhortation. (4) 

Verse 6.—Abide not. Here again the thought is 
of fruitfulness and service rather than life; spiritual 
state, not judicial standing. It is not the offer of 
grace to the sinner, but the call to the disciple. We 
must never allow a symbol to set aside the plain, 
absolute truth found elsewhere that life as distinct 
from fruitfulness is given and never recalled. We 
may have life without. fruit, and our souls may be 
saved, while our service may be lost (1 Cor. 3: 
Yo-15). (5) : 

Verse 7.—My words, everything that Christ said as 
a revelation of God’s will. Not that we shall have 
of necessity an unerring judgment as to what we 
should ask in prayer, but a growing consciousness 
will come to us, as we keep closely in touch with 


‘Christ’s Word, trusting and obeying what he says, 


and thereby obtaining an ever-increasing insight into 
his will. The same limitation is seen in 14: 13,14. (6) 

Verse 8.—Fruit. Everything of the right sort in 
personal character and life will glorify the Father. 
Note that fruit is always expressive of character 
rather than conduct (Gal. 5:22, 23). (7) 

Verse 9.=-My love. The consciousness that he 
loves us, just as the Father loved him. 

Verse 10.—Commandments. Everything he said in 
detail, though the singular word is used to express 
the one new commandment (v. 12; 13:34). (8 

Verse 11.—Joy. One element of the fruit. Notice 
the six passages, four in the Gospel and two in the 
Epistles of John, on the fulness of joy. (9) 

_ Verse 14.—Friends. All the disciples are given this 
title, though in the Old Testament only one man had 
it, Abraham. 


Hil. The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ said four things: Come unto me (as 
Saviour); Learn of me (as Teacher); Follow me 
(as Master); Abide in me (as Life). So that to 
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“abide” is the highest requirement of Christ, and 
therefore applies to his faithful disciples. (10) 

1. Its Nature. It includes union and communion. 
We are “in ist” for life; includi pardon, right- 
eousness, rest, liberty, and purity. rist is “in us” 
for life; including protection, power, testimony, and 
victory. From this union will come reciprocal com- 
munion. We are to abide in him and to allow him to 
abide in us. This does not mean seeking a new posi- 
tion, but remaining in one already attained, recog- 
nizing and living in the strength and satisfaction of 
our existing union. 

2. Its Secret. Tt comes first from faith (John 6: 
56) and then it is maintained in fellowship; obeying 


(1 John 3:24); confessing (1 John 4:15); and lov- 


ing (1 John 4:16). (11) 

3. Its Power. We find this in prayer (15:7), and 
in service (v. 5). 

And thus we realize our position by the Hol 
Spirit ne 14:20; 1 John 4:13) and maintain it 
by the Word of God (1 John 2:14, 24, 28; 2 John 
2:9; John '5: 38; 8:31). It is a real encouragement 
to remember that we abide even when-we are un- 
conscious of Christ. For just as when our body is 
asleep, natural food is in us and is being assimilated 
for our health and strength, so we rest upon the 
blessed fact of Christ’s presence in us whether con- 
scious of it or not; and whenever there is an oppor- 
tunity we realize it consciously and respond to it in 
surrender, trust, and obedience. 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 


It seems important to get a general view of the 
whole chapter in order to see the fulness of Christ’s 
teaching. $ 


1. Our Relation to Christ—Union (vs. 1-11; Col. 
1: 22-20). 
(1) The Vine (vs. 1, 5). 
023 The Husbandman (vs. 1, 2). 
3). The Branches (vs. 4,°5, 6). 
(4) The Fruit (vs. 2, 4, 7, 8, 16). 


2. Our Relation to Christians—Love (vs. 12-17; 
Eph. 4: 25-32). 
(1) Love commanded (vs. 12, 17). 
(2). Love illustrated (v. 13). 
(3) Love proved (vs. 14, 15). 
(4) Love imspired (v. 16). 


3. Our Relation to the World—Hostility (vs. 18- 
27; John 17: 6-18). 
cs Expectation (v. 18). 
2) Inspiration (vs. 18, 19). 
3 Explanation (vs. 20-25). 
4) Vindication (vs. 26, 27). 
Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


+ 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
: By William H. Ridgway 


Corrective Love.—He iaketh it away... he 
cleanseth it (v. 2). Along one side of our yard is a 
rose hedge. This spring a new man was engaged to 
trim it. When I came home there were long faces 
and the sad words, “That new man has ruined the 
ramblers.” Wish you could see'that rose hedge now 
as it goes rollicking in all its redness over the wires. 
And it is thus the Master Gardener has sometimes to 
cut us back.: For a little while we are sorry looking 
“sticks” maybe. But just wait until the season of 
our roses comes. Then we are found to be some- 
thing else. Had there been no term in Bedford jail 
perhaps no Pilgrim’s Progress; no religious persecu- 
tion, no Pilgrim Fathers, no Quaker colonies, no 
great Christian West. Pruning is hard to take. Our 
women folks are master pruners. They want roses 
out of their men folks. Do you keep sweet up at 
your house? Whom the Lord loveth he pruneth 
(Heb. 12:6). Ditto your wife. Dr. Stearns used to 
say, “I have had four trials before breakfast; my! 
how the Lord must love me.” And I too have been 
“called down” four times before breakfast. Once 
for wanting to wear a purple necktie with a green 
shirt; once for saying “hey?”; once for not shutting 
the bureau drawers; once for chewing a toothpick. 
My, how I am beloved in my family! ell, this’ con- 
stant pruning is the secret of my red-rosiness! And 
how infinitely greater is God’s corrective love. He 
wants a saint in you (1 Peter 2:9; 1 Cor.1:2). (1) 


How to Abide.— Abide in me, and.I in you (v. 4). 
Abiding in Christ is the whole secret of power both 
with God and with men. Not much influence for 
righteousness in family or community otherwise. 
How does a man abide in Christ? y honoring 
Christ’s day. By reading Christ’s Book, By interest 
in Christ’s church. By faith, by prayer, by com- 
munion. By doing Christ’s will. By loving Him, by 
loving what He loves. Do you know any one who 
is doing these things? If so you must bear witness 
that such a man or woman is dynamic in the place 
blessed by their presence. Whether that place is a 
home where_the saint may be a bedfast invalid or 
out in the town where the saint may be a business 
man. Had I the genius of a Drummond I would 
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like to write a companion book to his “Natural Law 
in the Spiritual World” and call it the “Spiritual Law 
in the Business World.” The same quality that 
makes a man a power for good makes him a power 
for business. Unless a man abide in merchandizing 
he will never own a department ‘store. Our Hebrew 
neighbor is a business success not because he is a 
“born merchant,” but because he locks himself up in 
his business. The Hebrew merchant may only accu- 
mulate dollars here upon earth. The abiding Chris- 
tian business man in addition accumulates treasures 
in heaven (Matt. 6:20; Eph. 6:8). 


In 'the Grape Country.— Ask whatsoever ye will, and 
it shall be done unto you (v. 7). It so happens that 
while I am meditating upon this lesson of the vine I 
am on the train from Buffalo to Erie. I am riding’ 
through the grape country on this beautiful day in 
May. For miles and miles there is little else to see 
but black stakes about boy high. They extend from 
the railroad tracks back as far as the eye can see to 
the far-off wooded hills. At Brockton towers up the 
grape-juice factory of “Naboth’s Vineyard” (save 
the mark!). At Westfield are the Welch factories. 
And there are undoubtedly many others. The black 
posts are bare, the vines are all “dead,” and the fac- 
tories seem silent~and deserted. For this is early 
May and Canada sends her cold winds across the 
lake. The “purger” has been over the vines and has 
left only naked crooked sticks tied up to wires and 
black posts. God has said by storm and sunshine to 
these New York farmers, “Ask what you will.” And 
I see them out to-day, with both hands on plow- 
handles answering: “Grapes, grapes, grapes.” The 
owners of these big factories (by the way, church 
and Sunday-school folks) are. asking for “Grapes, 

apes, grapes.” The check has been signed in blank. 

ill it paid? Sure. And why? Because these 
vineyards have all been carefully looked after and 
attended to in accord with God’s natural law. And 
mark you this, Mr. Man who is a Christian: Your 
asking brings results in the prayer life on precisely 
the same terms. The farmers’ prosperity, the grape 
juice man’s prosperity, and ‘your prosperity all bal- 
ance on the keen edge of the pruning knife (Psa. 
66:18; Jas. 4:3). (2) 


Next -Fall, “Um!’’-—So shall ye be my disciples 
(v. 8). I wish we all might come up here into this 
grape country next fall when these miles of vines 
hang heavy with their great bunches of royal fruit. 
Just think, you poor old steelworker you, of eating 
your way through a row of delicious, spicy Niagaras. 
Grapes of this sort are the one thing you feel you 
could keep right on eating forever. And to eat them 
as they hang is as different from eating them from 
the store as eating fish from the water and fish from 
the stall. I am trying to say that discipleship is 
much like good grapes. Discipleship is the ripe fruit 
of love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance (Gal. 5:22, 23). 
The object of Christ’s own life was to glorify God. 
The object of the life of Christ’s disciples is just the 
same. What is man’s chief end? To glorify God, 
and, while doing it, to enjoy him forever. When 
Christians bear fruit God is glorified and hon- 
ored. More men are won to Christ by the fruit- 
bearing of disciples than by spoken or printed 
word. They may strike the trail at the call of some 
evangelist, but when you dig in you are apt to find 
at bottom the fahful witnessing of some fruit- 
bearing disciple (Matt. 5:16; 1 Peter 2:12). (3) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


wg 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one eac 
week. e 

IHustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


The Difference.—As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; so neither can 
ye, except ye abide in me (v. 4). Two pastors’ wives 
were visiting together. One said: “I don’t know 
what we will do—my husband is so discouraged. 
Somehow his people do not care to hear him preach, 
and our salary is far behind. My husband feels so 
blue that he does not like to visit the people and pra 
with them, and so he sits around at home nearly all 
the time.” The other sister said: “We are getting 
along fine. My husband spends much of his time 
visiting, and the people like to have him kneel and 
pray with them in their homes. Our congregations 
are always good, and our salary is paid up promptly.” 
While the two sisters were talking they were mend- 
ing trousers. One was mending her  husband’s 
trousers at the seat, the other was mending her hus- 
band’s trousers at the knees!|—From the Western 
Christian Union. Sent by.W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolge- 
ville, N. Y. + 
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‘Why She Was Sure.—/ am the vine, 
ye are the branches (v. 5). An old lady 
accepted Christ as her Saviour late in 
life, and found in him such joy that she 
could not keep still about it; she was 
praising God and talking about it all the 
time. One day a friend said, “You seem 
pretty confident about this salvation of 
yours. I would not be too sure if I 
were you; suppose the Lord should let 
you slip through his fingers.” But,” 
said the old lady, “I’m one of the fin- 
gers.” She was right. Every one of 
us who has’ accepted Jesus as our 
Saviour is a member of his body, part 
of himself.—From “Victory in Christ at 
Princeton Conference in 1916.” Sent by 
Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. (1) 


The Union.—/ am the vine, ye are 
the branches (v. 5). On the edge of a 
damp, still firwood in a Swiss valley, a 
friend and I found something about 
branches that made us literally shout 
for joy. An old fir stump was our 
lesson-book. It had decayed away till 
only the skeleton was left, and that 
skeleton showed its secret. We had 
thought that the branches were rooted 
into the substance of the tree, just deep 
enough to hold them fast, and that, 
from the woody fiber around, the sap 
flowed into them. But here they were, 
with nothing vague about them; each 
had within the bark a great shoulder 
that would resist all attempts at wrench- 
ing out; then it went tapering inward 
till it came to the center, and there it 
was knit into a slender upright rod at 
the very heart that joined all together, 
separate in their individuality, yet abso- 
lutely one. This is the law of branch- 
ing for all dicotyledons; that is, the 
higher forms of plant life, the vine in- 
cluded; so that this hidden, lovely link- 
ing, heart to heart, out of sight, must 
have been in the mind of Christ when 
he said to his disciples: “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches.”—From I. Lilias 
Trotter, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by D. R. MacGregor, Marion, 
Ind. (2) 


His Apology.—A part from me ye can 
do nothing (v. 5). A clergyman, hav- 
ing forgotten his notes one Sunday, 
apologized to his congregation by say- 
ing that he would have to depend upon 
the Lord that morning for what he 
might say, but in the evening he would 
come bettef prepared. This may have 
been a slip of the tongue, but are there 
not some who, if they were to speak 
right out from their inmost souls, would 
deliberately use the same language ?— 
From The Expositor of Holiness. Sent 
by Gladys Clark, Alhambra, Cal. 


Smiling for Love.—Even as the Father 
hath loved me, I also have lovéd you: 
abide ye in my love (v. 9). A wee 
maiden of seven had been proudly help- 
ing her mother in small kitchen duties 
during the absence of the usual 
“woman in.” There was a kiss and a 
word of commendation when all was 
done. And the little maid said softly, 
“Mother, do you ever smile up at God, 
as you smile down at me, just for love, 
you know? I do very often, it’s so 
nice to smile at God.” And the mother 
thought tenderly of the words, “In 
heaven their angels do always behold 
the face of my Father.”—From Sunday 
at Home, Sent by J. B. James, Toronto, 
Can. (3) 


The Answer.—That my joy may be 
in you (v. 11). A little girl came run- 
ning to her mother in ‘tears, asking, 
“Mamma, how can I wntrouble trou- 
ble?” Jesus gives the answer to this 
question, which is your question and 
mine, as easily as he could quiet a 
stormy sea.—From the Christian En- 
deavor World. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


What did a Bible manuscript look 
like? Where were they found? By 
whom? No need to be in ignorance 
about such questions as these if you 
have Prof. Ira M. Price’s book “The 
Ancestry of Our English Bible,” pub- 
lished at $1.50 by The Sunday School 
Times Company. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
let no tug of the world break our com- 
munion with thee! May thy life, O 
Christ, enter into all our being, identify- 
ing us with thyself as the branch with the 
vine. Give us, we pray thee, the abound- 
ing life thou dost offer to those who will 
have it in surrender to thee, not for selfish 
gain but in order that we may be fruitful in 
blessing to others. In thy life-giving name. 
Amen 


After the Lesson.—A little girl went 
shopping with her mother in a big city, 
coming in from their country home to 
spend the day. Shopping isn’t always a 
holiday picnic. It gets pretty tiresome 
in the crowded stores. And the little 
girl didn’t care for it. After a few 
hours she said to her mother, “I don’t 
like to come to the city. Every one’s 
mouth is turned down at the corners. 
Out in Swarthmore it isn’t like that.” 
Well, the small child had seen more 
than she knew. For the discontented, 
cynical mouth is twisted down at the 
corners by the crowded, hurried, self- 
seeking spirit of the places where the 
fight for gain in worldly goods is hot- 
test. It’s a rather joyless crowd that 
jams the sidewalks and store counters. 
And when you see in the crowd a face 
with a really pure joy in it, a face with 
the corners of the mouth turned up a 
bit, and a fine, clear light in the eyes— 
then you feel sure you have met some- 
one who knows Christ! Why? Yes, 
because Christ promised joy to his 
friends. That’s an outcome of union 
with him. That marks the normal 
Christian. A joyless Christian is some- 
how a sickly Christian. And just what 
joy did Christ promise? Surely noth- 
ing less than his joy, the kind he had. 
Do you have that, or is your mouth 
turned down at the corners so often that 
a little child would want to go home 
after one look at you? 


uy JOY 


Honestly now, is it? Or is the joy 
that Christ had only like a gleam of sun 
on a clotidy day,—here an instant, and 
then gone. It’s an abiding joy, isn’t it? 
Let’s just give him a chance to make us 
the very embodiment of joy in what- 
ever we do. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 














Wwe 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus.” 
“ More love to Thee, O Christ.” 
“TI need Thee every hour.” 
“Trust and obey.” 
“O Master, let me walk with Thee.” 
“ Abide with me.” 
“My faith looks up to Thee.” 
“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”) 
Psalm 5 : 8-19 (163 : 8-10). 
Psalm 63: 1-11 (125 + 1-3). 
Psalm 23: 1-6 (47: 1, 2). 
Psalin 84 : 1-12 (1, 2, 5, 6). 
Psalm 119 : 57-64 (248 : 1-4, 6). 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


VERY branch in me that beareth not 

fruit, he taketh it away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth 
it (v. 2). In this town of three thou- 
sand inhabitants, every household owns 
a vineyard of some size. There are 
only three or four men skilled enough 
to detect and remove the fruitless 
branches, and also at the same time 
“pick” (prune) the other. branches,— 
that is, rid them of anything which 
hinders greater  fruitfulness. These 
men tend their own vineyards, and hire 
out to dress those of other people. (1) 


He is cast forth as a branch, and its 
withered; and they gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned (v. 6). Generally speaking, 
vines are pruned in either March or 





November, and as I go up the road I 
meet men and women carrying on their 
backs or shoulders bundles of cast- 
away branches from their vineyards to 
their home, to be used as fuel. We use 
them as kindling; the year round. Ar- 
riving on the hill among the vineyards, 
the skilled vine-dresser (translated 
“husbandman”) is seen to take hold of 
the vine with one hand, and the sha 
pruning-knife with the other, and sol- 
emnly and thoughtfully he turns round 
and round, pausing now and then, ap- 
parently unwilling to cut off anything, 
though the ground under his feet is 
thickly strewn with branches he has 
pruned off, while his wife and children 
are gathering them up, or tying them in 
bundles to be conveyed to the oven or 
family fireplace. (2) 





| Department Helps | 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON. Teacuinc.—The vine (or 
tree) gives life and strength to its 
branches, 

Introduction—This -spring you may 
have watched somebody trim the shade 
trees, fruit trees, rose bushes, or grape- 
vines. What was done with the 
branches or twigs which were cut 
away? Could they bear flowers or fruit 
after they were cut off? The life and 
strength of the tree cannot enter the 
branches after they are cut off. 

After trees, bushes or vines are 
trimmed they are sometimes sprayed to 
keep them clean from worms and in- 
sects. 

When a man trims trees, vines, or 
bushes, he is careful which branches he 
cuts away. He leaves those which will 
bear the most and best fruit. 

When father mows the grass, why 
does he rake it up and carry it away? 
We all know that the life and strength 
of the roots and plant cannot reach the 
parts which are cut off. 

(Bring. a small branch to Sunday- 
school and lay it on your table without 
water. Call attention to its withered 
condition at the end of the session.) 


Lesson Story.—One night after sup- 
per Jesus had a long talk with his dis- 
ciples, in the same upper room where 
they had eaten the Passover supper. 
lt was the same évening that Jesus 
had taken a basin of water and a towel 
and bathed their tired feet, like a ser- 
vant. (Review that story.) 

They did not hurry away after sup- 
per, but talked until late at night. 
After supper one disciple, Judas, left 
the room, so Jesus and his eleven friends 
had a long talk together. 

In that country grape vines grew in 
many places. They had seen them many 
times. As Jesus talked he said, I am 
the vine, ye are the branches; if you 
are truly my disciples and friends, you 
will keep close to my teaching and your 
lives will bear fruit. 

Jesus said, I have called you friends; 
ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I have commanded you. If you 
are friends of mine, you will be friends 
of one another and will love one an- 
other. I want your lives to bear much 
good fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
Apart from me ye can do nothing. 

Children, do the branches of a tree 
quarrel with each other? Each has its 
own place. As it grows farther and 
farther out into the air and sunshine, 
each branch does its part to bear leaves 
or fruit. 

Jesus said, You are to work together 
as branches of the same vine; I am the 
true vine, ye are the branches; I want 
you to bear much fruit. In another 
part of the Bible (Gal. 5:22, 23) it 
tells-about the fruit of the Spirit. 

You know how many different parts 
there are te one grape: skin, pulp, 
seeds, juice, sugar, color, flavor, etc. 
So in the fruit of the Spirit we ought 
to find: love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 





kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meek- 
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ness, self-control. Because Jesus is the 
vine, he will help these things to grow 
in the hearts and lives of his friends. 
Jesus is looking for disciples to-da 
and he wants you and me, if we -will 
keep close to him and follow his teach- 
ing. 
“My heart is God’s little garden, 
And the fruit I shall bear each day 
Are the things He shall see me doing, 
And the words He shall hear me say.” 


A Thought for Mother's Day.—Did 
you ever hear anybody talk about a 
Family Tree”? On the wall of a 
irls’ school in Canada hangs a large 
rame, in which is something like the 
picture of a big tree. It shows the fam- 
ily of the great me Victoria, who 
was Queen of England for sixty years. 
There is a branch for each child of 
hers, and still more branches for her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
It is an honor to belong to the family 
of Queen Victoria. 

Each of us belongs to a family which 
had a- father and mother. The Bible 
teaches: Honor thy father and thy 
mother. 

This Sunday is called Mother’s pam 
when all children, large. and small, 
should remember their mothers in a 
special way. Each of us is a branch 
of the family and can help it to be 
stronger and better because we belong 


it. 

It would be sad if any branch was 
worthless and cut itself off from the 
family by going away and never even 
writing to mother and father. 

Jesus said it would make him sad if 
any of his disciples went away from 
him and his teachings. It would maké 
him glad if they would abide or stay 
with him. Parents feel that way too. 


Expression—Did you try last week 
to help mother? Here are tiny sheets 
of paper on which each of you may 
write a message to carry home to 
mother, to make her happy on. this 
Mother’s Day.. Perhaps it will be a 
promise to help her day by day by be- 
ing kind to her and others in the fam- 
ily; by obeying what she tells you;, by 
doing little, helpful things in the home. 
(Your teacher will help if you cannot 
write .it yourself.) 

f you can give her a flower or a 
little bunch of flowers with your letter, 
it will make her happy. It.would make 
peemnemee happy, too, to remember 
them. 


Peoria, ‘It. 
he! 


‘My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


IRLS, you have always enjoyed the 

pleasure of raising flowers, haven’t 
you? Were any of you ever in‘a flower 
contest? What was your aim? (Let 
the girls tell about what they were try- 
ing to excel in.) 

Natural Life.—How did’ you begin? 
Yes, by planting a perfect seed in a pot 
of the best earth you could find. (Draw 
the pot filled with earth and show. the 
seed in it.) 

Natural Growth.—What did you do 
next? Yes, you watered the pot, and 
as soon as the stalk appeared you tended 
it carefully so that it should not be 
injured by breaking or bending or by 
weeds or insects. (Draw the stem.) 
When the leaves and branches began to 
appear you tended them carefully also 
and took off any that died or showed 
that they were going to be a drawback 
to the beauty of the plant. (Draw 
leaves, erasing bad ones, etc., as you 
talk.) 

Natural Fruit.—Yhen your plant 
matured enough to bloom. or produce 
fruit you were most careful td protect 
the branches and to cleansg and trim 
them so they could grow to their full- 
est beauty. And at last when your 
plant was admired and praised what 
glory and pride you took in it because 
it was the result of your loving care, 
and every one realized this. (Finish 
drawing the fruit-bearing plant.) 

Spiritual Life.—God, the Husband- 
man, planted His life in the best, 




















LESSON FOR MAY 13 (John 1s : 1-16) 





ially prepared soil, the Jews. 

rite “Jews” on the earth in the pot 
and “Life” on the seed.) 

Growth.—There came forth 

that perfect, true vine, Jesus Christ 

(write Pt be we Christ” along the stem), 

whom watched over carefully so 


he was not broken or injured by Satan | 


through Herod, or bad companions, or 
evil surroundings, or worldly ambi- 
tions. God kept him perfect. 
Fruit.—Arriving at maturity 
Jesus began to give forth~His. life to 
others. (Write thé names of some of 
the apostles, Mary and Martha, Luther, 
Madame Guyon, etc., on the branches.) 
Ever since people willing to~be “born 
in” have been growing out of this 
ine and producing wonderful “fruit— 
soul-winning, founding schools and 
hospitals and asylums, heading or help- 
ing movements for temperance and 
urity—to the glory of God, the Hus- 
Ceeedenen. Let us never-forget our ab- 
solute dependence on the Vine. (Make 
this the main point in the lesson.) 

Ask—Kt Shall Be Done.—“Lucille, 
how on earth do you work your Dad 
for everything you want? I hardly 
ever get what I ask for.” 

“Marion, I love father and always do 
as he wishes. If I have any doubt as 
to his wish I ask him. I do not want 
to do anything that he .does not want 
me to do, so I cannot ask amiss.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Isaiah 28 :- 1-13 

1. Give the recent appalling statistics 
on the consumption of liquor by women. 

2. Is it any worse for a girl to form 
intemperate habits than for a boy? 
Give several reasons for your opinion. 

3. What intemperance do many girls 
indulge in other than liquor or cigar- 
ettes? 

4. In what unostentatious ways can 
any girl assist in -the struggle against 
liquor and cigarettes? 

Kansas.Crity, Mo. 


*. 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


we do you suppose teacher 
brought to class last Sunday? A 
long piece of grapevine, and the lesson 
was all about that vine. : 

Fruit-bearing.—That ye bear much 
fruit (v. 8). “What is a grape-vine 
for?” began teacher. 

“Why, to bear grapes,” answered lit- 
tle Carl. 

“What is a disciple of Christ for?” 
came next. 

Bert said he always. supposed we 
were Christians so as to get to heaven. 
But teacher thinks we get to heaven be- 
cause we belong to Jesus, and if we be- 
long to him we’d better get busy and do 
something for him. He thinks it is a 
shame for Christians to sing how nice 
heaven is going to be and not do any- 
thing to make their own town a better 

lace to raise Christian boys in. He 
Caiewes every Christian that helped 
win our grand state-wide prohibition 
victory for Indiana was bearing fruit, 
and so are the Sunday-school teachers, 
and everybody who wins souls to 
Christ. Of course spiritual fruit must 
first of all be in the heart (Gal. 5:22), 
just the the apple is in the bud, but he 
Says it must blossom out and do some- 
thing for others. 

Union With Christ.—/ am the vine, 
ye are the branches (v. 5). “When bad 
men do kind deeds isn’t that fruit?” 
asked Bulldog. “I know a gambler that 
helps the poor a lot.” 

“It- is not Christian fruit,” replied 
teacher, “unless it comes from Christ. 
Wild grapes are fruit and look nice, 
but we do not put them on our tables 
as Concords.” 

He thinks a man not a Christian usu- 
ally has some selfish motive that makes 
it wild fruit. To be a real vine we 
must be joined to Christ. “Ye must be 


born again.” 


_ Being Pruned.—He cleanseth it, that 
it may bear more fruit (v. 2). Bumps 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


has a lot of grape-vines down at his 
house, and teacher had him tell how 
his father pruned them. According to 
Bumps.he cut out all-the dead wood and 
snipped off lots of the long shoots to 
make the vine bear more grapes. 

“Do you see why a Christian boy has 
to give up hanging around pool halls 
and wasting time on’ cards?” asked 
teacher, 

“Dead wood,” was Bert’s answer. 

“And why he will probably have to 
turn away from the ambition to be a 
great actor or baseball player,” teacher 
went on, “for some higher purpose?” 

“Shoots, the wrong direction,” 
guessed Fred. 

Teacher thinks we shall find things 
taken away and plans thwarted all our 
lives, but he says that is God’s pruning, 
and instead of the dead wood taken 
away we shall have more fruit to give 
the Master. Then we shall be happy 
indeed (v. 1r). 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Isaiah 28 : 1-13 
In what calling can men safely drink? 


In what calling is drinking worst? 


What three results of prohibition are 
given in verses 5, 6? 


How did the drunkards make fun of 


“Isaiah? (v. 9.) 


To whom is prohibition most val- 
uable? 

On whom must the prohibition fight 
depend? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





NCOURAGING letters come to us 

from many places telling of the 
blessing attending the Family Worship 
Department of The Sunday’ School 
‘Times. | The. f6llowing is from a de- 
voted reader in Maine. Some readers 
may find here a suggestion helpful to 
them : 

“It was soon after we began: taking 
the paper that our Family Altar became 
an established fact. . During the nine 
years of our married life previous to 
this the Morning Altar had been inter- 
mittent. Before our son came my hus- 





band and I had always read the Bible 
and prayed together before leaving the 
room. After that we tried first one 
way and then another, but the only way 
that has proved entirely successful is 
our present method, which having passed 
the experimental stage will be a perma- 
nent part of the family life. 

“Ours is the ‘Before breakfast plan,’ 
being original with us. I prepare the 
pees placing foods that need to be 
served hot where they will keep so, then 
the seven-year-old boy having placed 
the Bibles we are ready. Coming be- 
fore instead of after the morning meal 
there are usually no telephone or door 
calls, and our frequent guests instead 
of slipping away as was sometimes the 
case when we had the devotions after 
breakfast, enjoy the quiet time with us. 

“Just. as we were adopting this 
method we discovered John Timothy 
Stone’s department in the Times, It 
was our Ebenezer, and from that day 
te this we have eagerly followed his out- 
ine.” 


May 7 to 13 
Mon.—John 15: 1-11. Jesus the True Vine. 


Christ is the source of the life which 
His followers enjoy. The sap which is 
in the vine reaches to the farthest ten- 
dril. The vine and its branches are one. 
Unbelief amputates us from our power 
and we are left to wilt and wither. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
simpler faith in Jesus, a faith that 
knows the blessedness of restfully abid- 
ing in Him; free from anxiety, alarm 
Gnd agitation. Pray for strength of 
soul to resist all temptations of the 
world, the flesh and the devil, and for 
power to lay hold on everything which 
is of good report. 


Tues.—John 15 : 12-25, Friends, not Servants. 


Such is the dignity of the children of 
God. They are taken into -His confi- 
dence. It has been said, “A true friend 
is-~one who knows ail about: you and 
loves you just the same.” Christ never 
falters in His friendship. Sunshine or 
shade, He is the ‘same. 


Prayer Succestions: Remember in 
prayer the young folks who~have left 
home. for school and college; pray that 
they may be kept pure and true, and 
that they may wisely choose their com- 
panions whose friendship will mean so 
much to them in the formation of char- 
acter. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


£% Tied-on Fruit! 
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Wed—1 John 2: 18-29. Abiding in Christ. 


Our souls are to find a home in Christ. 
It is a wonderful thought, for it is 
nothing less than the Lord himself liv- 
ing at the source of our life whence 
flow the streams of our desires, 
thoughts, speech, and actions. He is 
our refuge, hence the soul’s safety. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who to-day are leaving home, that they 
may be preserved in their going out and 
their coming in. Pray for loved ones 
who are far from home that they may 
be carried through all dangers, deliv- 
ered out of all temptations and kept at 
peace through believing in Jesus. 


Thurs.—1 John 3: 1-12. Marks of God’s Chil- 
dren. 


Truly the child of God is not known. 
The world has never known the bright- 
est spirits which have moved on the 
earth. The language, manner of liv- 
ing, aspirations, and desires of the child 
of God constitute an enigma to the 
worldling. To God we are beloved 
sons. To the world we are strange 


‘| problems. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray. for all 
evangelistic work and the preaching of 
the Gospel on the continent of Europe, 
especially that light may-break into the 
darkness of France, Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, and Central and Eastern Europe. 
Pray that wherever the war is er 
ing the rulers of nations may be brought 
to submission to the King of kings. 


Fri.—1 John 3: 13-24. Test of Love. 


The evidence of the great transition 
from death to life is love. Love is life. 
In proportion as we love we live. All 
life has its own environment, and the 
new life can only be lived in the new 
sphere. To love not is to abide in 
death, and those wht abide in death do 
not™ love. 


Prayer Succestions: Let us tenderly 
bear in our prayers the afflicted in mind 
and body. Pray that the divine healing 
hand may be stretched over weak and 
suffering ones and that the constant lov- 
ing presence of the Lord may cheer 
such in their hour of need. Pray for 
grace to cast all anxiety on the Lord 
being assured that He cares. “Not our 
will, O Lord, but Thine be done.” 


Sat.—1 John 4: 1-11. Spirit of Truth and 
Love. 

In every age the spirit of error is 
abroad as well as the spirit of truth, 
and we must be prepared in these sift- 
ing, trying, and critical days to meet the 
error. The spirit of hate is abroad as 
well as the spirit of love. Hatred knows 
not God. Christ dwelling in our hearts 
by faith is our only protection and 
safety. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
missions to the Jews. “The Mildmay 
Mission to the Jews,” “The Hebrew 
Christian Testimony to Israel,” and the 
various evangelistic agencies at work 
among the Jews in the United States. 
Christ is still’ to be Israel’s King and 
Israel is still to be Christ’s own. 


Sun.—1 John 4: 12-21. Supremacy of Love. 


Whatever other graces we may possess 
if we are void of love we are as “sound- 
ing brass and tinkling cymbals.” It is 
as if a man built a house and failed to 
put on the roof, thus making it unfit for 
habitation. Faith, compassion, pity, or 
any other grace is immediately nullified 
if we have no ‘ove. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
would prosper the preaching of His 
word throughout this day, that He 
would strengthen the hands of His sere 
vants, and to all ministers 
“Give tongues of fire and hearts of love 

To preach the reconciling word, 

Give power and unction from above, 

Where’er the joyful sound is heard.” 


New York Criry. 
ye 


Sometimes a bit of analysis by somee 
one else helps us to get clearly before us 
the teachings of Scripture.. This 1s what 
the Rev. S. W. Pratt has done for our 
study of John’s Gospel in his little book 
“The Deity of Christ.” It may be had 
of The Sunday School Times Company 
at 50 conte® 
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Sixty-eight 
New Subscribers in 
Two Adult Classes 


And here is the way this 
came about: 


The Men’s and Ladies’ Adult Classes 
of the Second Reformed Church have 
decided to read The Sunday School 
Times next year. Having been a 

» subscriber myself for over twenty-five 
years, I assure you that it affords me 

' great pleasure to be able to send you 
so large a list of new subscribers as 
enclosed herewith. 


I have always been enriched in my 
spiritual life by the rich contents of 
the Times, and particularly so during 
recent years. I teach the Adult 
Ladies’ Class, and rejoice in it that 
while we shall together study the 
blessed Gospel of John, we shall to- 
gether be guided by the valuable help 
of the Times from week to week. I 
am sure we shall all richly profit. 
These subscriptions are paid for from 
the Sunday-school treasury, 


CORNELIUS DOSKER, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


how many subscriptions to 
The Sunday School Times will 
you send from the membership 
of your adult class ? 


Why not see what you can 
do about it ? 


It’s evident trom the con- 
stant requests for specimen 
copies “for my adult class” 
that many teachers are getting 
the vision of a whole class at 
work in whole-hearted Bible 
study, with a lesson-help in 
hand that brings the members 
to the class sessions prepared 
to co-operate with the teacher 
in lesson discussion. 


Will you give your class that 
opportunity ? 





If there is a club already in your 
school, the subscribers from your 
class should be added to that club. 











Simply fill out, cut out and 
mail this blank and make a 
beginning—vzow. 


The Sunday “chool Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Gentlemen: Please send me . oe 
free specimen copies of a current issue of The 
Sunday School Times for distribution to mem- 
bers of my adx/¢ Bible class. While I assume 
no obligation in the metter, I shall be glad. to 
try to secure a club of subscribers among the 
members of the class. 


Address . 
Name of school. .... 


Adult class of men, or women? . ... 
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{ Children at Home 








Little Sister Rabbit’s Adventure 
By Mary Ogden Mayer 


“L_FELLO, Bunny! Come down to 
the pasture with me and nibble 
clover.” 

“Can’t go to-day, Jack. Mother left 
me to take care of Little Sister, and 
told us not to go beyond the Big Pine.” 

Bunny Cottontail felt very proud to 
be trusted at home with his sister, while 
his father and mother went after sup- 
plies. The two children had been play- 
ing hide and seek, and while Bunny was 
hiding down by the Big Pine, cousin 
Jack came”along. While they were 
talking, Little Sister bounded down the 
hill and found Bunny. . 

When she _ heard ck’s plan, she 
cried, “Oh, come on, Bunny! Let’s go. 
It will be such fun, and besides, I’m 
a 
“But don’t you remember that mother 
told us not to go farther than this?” 

“But she didn’t know Jack would 
come along. She would let us go, I’m 
sure.” 

“Well, come along if you want to. 
I’m on my way,” said Jack. 

Little Sister was wilful, and with a 
hop, skip, and jump she was after Jack, 
and Bunny was left alone. He called 
to her, but the louder he called, the 
faster she ran, Jack bounding ahead 
with his little tail waving like a white 
flag. 

Bunny realized that the only thing he 
could do was to follow. Little Sister 
was in his care. Suppose something 
should happen to her! 

“Mother, dear, you'll forgive me for 
going. Little Sister didn’t think,” he 
sighed. “Somehow she never does.” 
And Bunny raced after his naughty 
Little Sister. 

Jack saw him coming and cried, 
“Hurry up! Bunny’s coming, and if he 
catches up, no clover for you.” 

Faster and faster they ran, Bunny 
gaining, perhaps because he had Right 
on his side. Little Sister was getting 
tired and out of breath. Just then Jack 
called out, “Come on! I can’t wait all 
day for you. _You’re too much of a 
baby to go so far, anyway.” 

“I. wish I hadn’t’ come with you!” 
wailed Little Sister. “Bunny is too po- 
lite to talk to me like that!’ 

“There’s a. dog! I’m off—look out 
for yourself!” warned Jack. 

Little Sister had never been away 
from home before, and here she was 
alone and in terrible danger! How she 
wished she had obeyed Bunny as the 
dog came nearer and nearer. She 
crouched flat, nearly dead with fright, 
as the big beast sniffed and hunted 
about in the tall grass clumps. “There 
was one awful, breathless moment— 
then there was a flash of a cottontail— 
and what seemed to her like a whirl- 
wind. The dog was after Bunny! 

“Oh, Bunny, Bunny! Don’t let him 
catch you! Oh, what have I done?” 
moaned Little Sister. For without a 
thought of self, Bunny had flashed 
acrass the dog’s path, taking his atten- 
tion from Little Sister. ow it was 
Bunny’s turn to run for dear life. He 
crossed and recrossed the path so often 
that the dog became weary of the chase, 
and trotted off toward the pasture, 
picking up Jack’s trail. 

The danger over, Bunny returned to 
Little Sister, saying, “I guess it’s time 
to be going home.” 

“Oh, Bunny!” cried Little Sister 
miserably, “are you hurt? I never was 
so frightened—and s-so ashamed!” 

“No, I’m not hurt a bit, but he did 
give me a run all right.” 

Father and Mother Cottontail on their 
way home from the day’s work found 
two sad-looking children sitting by the 
roadside. 

“Why, Bunny! What does this 
mean?” 

“Oh, mother, don’t scold Bunny!” 
cried Little Sister. “It’s not his fault— 
he saved my life. Please let me tell 





you all about it.” Then she told the 
whole story, from start to finish, and 
how proud the parents were of their 
son! : 

* “Little Sister, have you learned your 
lesson? Can we trust you with Bunn 
to-morrow?” asked father Cottonta 
earnestly. 

“Yes, oh, yes! I'll never, never, 
never disobey Bunny again!” declared 
Little Sister with all her might. “He is 
my good, brave brother, and I will 
always listen to him!” 

And Little Sister kept her promise. 


Denver, CoLo. 
"th 


Sunday Comes to Tembuland 
By Adelaide L. Fries 


HERE was a great drought in 

Tembuland. All the smaller streams 
were dry, the grass was parched, the 
cattle were lean and hungry, and, worst 
of all, it was planting time, but the 
ground was so hard it was impossible 
to plow. No planting meant no-~har- 
vest, and no harvest meant famine, and 
Chief Nucho and his people were des- 
perate. All the arts of the witch- 
doctors had failed, and at last Nucho 
turned to the missionary, whom he had 
tolerated within his borders but to 
whose message he had given slight 
heed. 

“Missionary,” he said, “you claim that 
your God is great and good, and that 
he answers prayer. Our need is great, 
—will you pray to him for rain?” 

Now the missionary was sorely puz- 
zled. To refuse would be unfriendly, 
and show lack of faith. If he made 
public prayer for rain and it did not 
come the heathen would laugh and say, 
“Your God hears not, or is powerless 
to answer.” If the rain came would 
they not ascribe it to the superior 
magic of the missionary rather than to 
the goodness of God? But Nucho was 
insistent, and at last the missionary 
yielded, news was sent out that there 
would be a meeting to pray for rain, 
and in the presence of a large congre- 
gation of native Christians and heathen 
he spoke of God, and offered a fervent 
prayer for help. 

Next day the rain came, and eagerly 
the people began to plow and sow. Then 
another message was sent out, “Let all 
meet on Sunday to give thanks to God 
for his goodness.” But when the mis- 
sionary stepped into the pulpit it was 
with a heavy heart. Chief Nucho was 
there, and the loyal Christians were 
there, but the rest were “too busy” in 
their fields to come! , 

Weeks passed, and months, and the 
crops were at the critical point where 
rain was needed to develop the grain. 
Again there was a drought, and again 
Chief Nucho asked for prayer. But the 
missionary refused. 

“Your people would not come to give 
thanks before,” he said, “why should I 
ask further favors for them?” 

But the Chief argued that he had 
come, and had given thanks in the name 
of his people, and promised himself to 
speak to them. 

So once more the missionary allowed 
himself to be persuaded; again a large 
crowd gathered; and again fervent 
prayer was offered. 

Then Nucho spoke: “Hear and 
obey! Next Sunday’ you are all to 
come here again, either to give: thanks 
for rain or to pray again; that is the 
first command. And the second com- 
mand is that hereafter no work shall 
be done in the fields on Sunday. Listen 
and obey!” 

One day, and two, under cloudless 
skies, and the missionary watched and 
wondered. Then came the rain, great, 
refreshing showers, .assuring the people 
of harvest, and food for another year. 
Sunday came, and this time church and 
church-yard were filled with neatly 
dressed Christians and “red Kaffirs” in 
their ochre-smeared blankets. Thank- 
ful and triumphant was the missionary’s 
prayer; and again Chief Nucho spoke: 

“You have obeyed my first command, 
and it is well; now remember and obey 
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the second!” And so Sunday came to 
Tembuland. 


Winston-Satem, N. C. 
—_ 


The Bible Alphabet 
By Charles G. Dean 


All ave sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God (Rom. 3:23). 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
_ the sin of the world (John 1: 
29). ’ 

Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest- (Matt. 11: 28). 

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you (James 4:8). 


Y Except a man be born again, he cannot 


see the kingdom of God (John 3:3). 

For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his col begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not per- 
og ay have. everlasting life (John 
3:16). 


God sent not his Son into the world to 


condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved 
(John 3:17). 

He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life; he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him (John 3: 36). 

I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me (John 14:6). 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever (Heb. 13:8). 
Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? (Rom. 6: 3.) 
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth; for I am God, and 

there is none else (Isa. 45:22). 

My little children, these things write I 
unto-you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate_with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous 
(1 John 2:1). , 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven (Matt. 
73 a1). 

Other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ 
cs Cor. .§: 22). 

Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof (Rom. 13: 14). 

Quench not the Spirit (1 Thess. 5: 19). 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you, whom resist stedfast in the 
faith (James 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:9). 

So Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many; and unto them that 

‘ look for him shall he appear -the 
second time without sin unto salva- 
tion (Heb. 9: 28). 

There is therefore now no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit (Rom. 8:1). 

Unto you therefore which believe he is 
precious, but unto them which be dis- 
obedient, the stone which the_builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head 
of the corner (1 Pet. 2:7). 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemna- 
tion; but is passed from death unto 
life (John 5:24). 

Who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, being 
dead to sins, should live unto right- 
eousness; by whose stripes ye were 
healed (1 Pet. 2:24). 

Xcept ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 18: 3). 

Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the 
world (1 John 4: 4). 

Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteousness 
(Isa. 1: 27). 

MeEmpHais, TENN. 
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for use with lantern slides 


slides or for projecti 
d or Ser sociation, spouse. 
bined models for forms, with instant interchange. 


Write for our interesting descriptive catalog. 
BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
-. $27 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 
New York, Washi Chicago, San Franci 
Leading American Makers of High-Grade Optical Products. 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults,7in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian. .leaders, both 
men-and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-802 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

$1 rave) Five or more copies, either 
e to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address, $1 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 50 copies less than. five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


: One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid fer. in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, 5 shillings each. 

For Great Bri . Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday ool Times Company. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

=ae paper is not sent to any subscriher 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
3631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





At the Eleventh Hour 
By Ayah 


HE minister and his wife were 

i making their first round of visita- 
tion among the parishioners of the cir- 
cuit to which they had lately been 
called. : 

“Does that- house under the hill be- 
long to one of our people?” asked 
Mrs. Blair. - 

“Yes,” answered her husband, “I was 
told that they are nominally of our 
church, but that it is absolutely useless 
to visit them. They fovactani resent 
any ‘interference,’ as they call it.” 

ese are the ones most likely to 
find fault if they are passed by,”. said 
his wife. 

“Well, we won’t give them the oppor- 
tunity,” said Mr. Blair, and they turned 
into the path leading-to the tumble- 
down looking house under discussion. 

Their knock was answered by an old 


y. 

“I spose you be the new parson and 
his lady,” she said, looking critically at 
her visitors. “Parsons don’t never 
come here, and no parson’s wife has 
ever sot foot on our floor.” 

“Well, now,” said the minister pleas- 
antly, “won’t you give Mrs. Blair the 
honor of being the first to do that?” 

“I spose ye can come in now that 
you’re here,” was the rather ungracious 
reply. 

After a few minutes’ conversation, 
Mr. Blair asked the old lady if she had 
ever known Christ. 

“No, I guess not,” she replied; “I’ve 
got along so fur without Him, and I 
reckon I'll manage to worry through.” 

Mr. Blair felt that the time was in- 
opportune to press the question. He 
must first win-her confidence, so- he 
began to question her about her sons, of 
whom ‘he had learned: there were: five. 


“Are~ any of these living Christian | 


lives?” - 

“No, I guess not,” ‘she drawled. 
“Shem did havea ‘leanin’ that way onct, 
but he’s got a leveller head now.” 

After a short, earnest prayer, they 
took their departure. 

“What an unsympathetic woman!” 
exclaimed Mrs. Blair, as they climbed 
the hill. “Her life must be most un- 
attractive, if we got a fair sample 


“I don’t think I ever met a woman 
with such a hard nature,” replied her 
husband, musingly: “I wish we could 
win her for Christ! Old age ought to 
be beautiful.” 

During the busy weeks that followed 
Mrs. Gates was quite forgotten, and 
special services claimed the full atten- 
tion of both. 

After a, certain very blessed service 
in which many had been led to accept 
Christ. as their Saviour, Mrs. Blair 
found that, tired as she was, sleep was 
impossible. The thought of Mrs. Gates 
and her attitude toward Christ so 
haunted ‘her that she felt impelled to 
pray for her. 

Hour after hour she wrestled, till, in 
the dim dawning of a new day, she re- 
ceived the assurance that her prayer 
was heard, and with words of thanks- 
giving on her lips she fell asleep. 

Next night she entered the crowded 
hall and took a seat near the aisle, As 
she raised her head after the first 
prayer and glanced across, she saw 
Mrs. Gates directly opposite, and joy 
filled her’ heart. 

When the invitation to come forward 
was: given, she stepped across, and, 
hénding down, said: “Mrs. Gates, you 
will yield to Christ now, won’t you? 
He longs to pardon and bless you.’ 

“It’s what brought me here to-night, 
Mrs. Blair,” said the old lady in a 
wonderfully gentle tone, “I’ve spent an 
awful night”; and taking Mrs. Blair’s 
arm, she went forward, and at the foot 
of the cross she yielded up the remnant 
of a worse than wasted life to the 
Christ, who can, by His grace and love, 
beautify even that which has been 
scarred and blasted by sin. 


ve 


Method books you need in Sunday-school 
work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 
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Cradle Roll Cards 


Form A. First Birthday (Girls). 
Form B. First Birthday (Boys). 
Form C. Second Birthday (Girls). 
Form D. Second Birthday (Boys). 
Form E, Third Birthday (Girls). 
Third Birthday (Boys), 


Greetings from the Cradle Roll 


An illuminated booklet of four pages with em- 
bossed cover; bound with white silk ribbon. Price, 
10 cents each, postpaid. Each copy is en- 
closed in a white envelope. , 


Form F. 


The Westminster Series Birthday Post Cards 
For the Cradle Roll and Beginners’ Departments 
Price, 25 cents a dozen, or $2.00 a 100, postpaid (assorted as desired). 
The most exquisite designs ever prepared for the purpose have been used as originals 
for these cards. The reproductions are in colors on standard post-card size, 54x3% 


inches, with appropriate verses and brief quotations. There is space left on the address 
side of the card which may be used for personal message or invitation. 








~ Copyright, 1913, by C.M. Burd 


Beginners’ Cards _ 
Fourth Birthday (Girls). 
mH. Fourth Birthda (Boys). 
Form J. Fifth Birthday ¢ irls). 
‘orm K. Fifth Birthday (Boys). 


Our Special Cradle Roll Offers 


A sample set of Cradle Roll supplies will be 
sent on application. 


Form G. 
For: 


Send ro cents for a Cradle Roll sample set.” 
including the birthday greeting 
cards and certificates. 





NEW YORK CHICAGO 
ST. LOUIS SAN 


FRANCISCO 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 


NASHVILLE 
PITTSBURGH 


CINCINNATI 











you have not asked for it."’ 


Rev. William A. Sunday says: 


“Your Reference Bible is the first | ever endorsed. So many Bible helps 
are so complicated, the average man has hard work to understand them, 
‘ but I regard yours as the best I have ever seen. 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


=) 


I gladly say this because 





erences, 
many other 


$2.00 upward 


EDITED BY REv. C. I. 


With helps at the hard places on the page where needed, chain ref- 
the F es gman harmonized, 
eatures every Bible sfudent needs. 


SCOFIELD, D.D. 
books of the Bible analyzed and 


At all Booksellers or from the publishers 








Oxford University Press American Branch, 35 W. 32d St., New York 
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FLAG STICKERS 


(Money back if not satisfied) 

Use them on letters, packages, circulars, cards, bills, menus—everywhere. 
Give some visible sign of your patriotism. Small cost. Stick--and stay. 
$1 for 1000—§$2 for 3000 
$3.60 for 6000—$11.25 for 25,000—$35.00 for 100,000 (Ask for quantity prices) 
Actual colors—-red, white and blue. 

ful adbesive known. Big profits for dealers. Send money at our risk. 





Just the right size. Most power- 











Actual size Largest exclusive label plant in the world. 
of sticker FENTON LABEL COMPANY, Ninth aed Thompson Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
There has been a real need for a brief, inexpensive 
ore carmen BOOKS WITH eg | Practical manual of suggestions to the teacher on the 
securing and holding of pupils. This need is now met 
Order from URPOSE ASSOCIATION in Mr, William H. Hamby’s 
your Bookstore PRESS 
or from us—Write 124 East 28th Street 1 7 
Soa a etting ana Holding 





Stimulating Everyday Life Books 


Meaning of Prayer (135,000sold) Fosdick 
Manhood of the Master Fosdick 





Psalms of the Social Life McAfee 
Christ in Everyday Life Bosworth 


Ant leather, round corners, 60 cents each 


Add to your “PURPOSE” LIBRARY 
these and other Association Press books 














The book is written with such vigor and vivacity that 
you will almost forget it is a méthod manual, until you 
recall that Mr. Hamby has been telling you exactly 
what you have wanted to know about getting those 
boys or girls into the class, and how to keep them 
from slipping away. Itis a book that can save teach- 
ers many a heartache. 


50 cents 


At booksellers, or from the publishers, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 





1031 Walnut Street, ° Philadelphia, Pa. 
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AT WHAT AGE SHOULD THE 
TRAINING OF A CHILD BEGIN? 


Ry Oa 

Cradle Roll 

Department * 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 








How to make the Cradle Roll a distinct, essen- 
1 with the 


= 
‘P 
| 


The suggestions f ization of ‘A Mothers’ 
uxiliary,"’ and pA “— ix of ** Material oe 
** are two special features that 


to the value of the book. 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


Headquarters: Puitapetrnta, Witherspoon Bldg. 
New Yor Chicago Cincinnati Naslville 
St. Locis San Francisco Pittsburgh 
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he RETURN 
ot the LORD JESUS 


By R. A. TORKEY, D. D. cee 
clearly what the Bible teaches in relation 
visible return of Jesus. Shews His return 

disturbed 





Sets forth 
to the pe 


Golden Millenia! Day that the world is looking so eagerly 

forward to. A BOOK YOU NEED TO READ JUST NOW. 
PAPER, 38¢; CLOTH, 8c; PFOSTPAID, 

The Biola Book Room Los Angeles, Cal. 

Send 25¢ additional and receive a splendid of Tracts Bookk 


t RE BILLY SUNDAY ON BOOZE 





Startling Sensational  Inspirin 
Send us your name and those of two others who woulc 
be interested in distributing his message and we will 


send you a copy free. Big terms to representatives. 
Write for $100.00 bonus offer. 


International Bible Press, Dept. C.P., Philadelphia 


9 
CHILDREN’S DAY 
out-of-the-ordinary music for those Sunday 
schools which are discriminating in their tastes. 


° - wear 
Earth’s Fairest Flowers *$)¢" firii3 
Lowden and Edith Sanford Tillotson. Mr. Low- 
den is unquestionably the most popular of all ser- 
vice music writers, and we believe this service is 
the most delightful of all services he has written 
for this celebration. Be sure to at least examine 
it. Orchestration. 








? 
Uncle Sam’s Re-union * onc ofthe most 
fective patriotic cantatas imaginable. It is most 
timely, and teaches lessons in patriotism. Ask to 
see a returnable copy. 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
iSth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 





Sunday, May 13 


Fellowship with God (Quiet Hour) 
Psa. 119: 97-104). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Fellowship in prayer (1 John s: 
14, 15). 

Tues.—Fellowship in suffering (Mark 

* 14: 3a-4a). i 

Wed.—Condition of fellowship (1 John 
1: §-10). 

Thurs.—Meditation (Gen. 24 : 63). 

Fri.—Fellowship in toil (1 Cor. 3: 1-9). 

Sat.—Joy of fellowship (Psa. 23 : 1-6). 














HILDREN'S DAY 
| HALL: MACK CO. 


Samples Free to Superintendents, Pastors or 
Committees. 6 New Services. 
Send 10 cents for Package of Children’s Day Music. 
HELPER No. 3. 15 cents 
Double-Size-Iilustrated Recitation Book. 


FRIENDSHIPS OF THE BIBLE 
New Song Story by Geibel. 10 cents for sample. 





JUBILATE f 
New Sunday School Book—The Best Yet. 
Send for free songs from it. 


HALL-MACK CO. } or Arch, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. } 339 S. Wabash, Chicago, Ill. 


FREE SampieGpies 


NEW 
CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 


BENTLEY D. ACKLEY 
1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piane &0rganCo.,.Dept.T,Chicego 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co..Ltd., 23 Park Place, Nerthville, Mich. 


U.S. FLAG 























Banners, Badges. Boston Regalia 
» Co.,387 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 











What is the Quiet Hour? 

Of what value are private devotions and 
prayer? 

How should we use our Quiet Hour? 


AITH in the reality of God’s fel- 

lowship makes life an entirely new 
and different thing. Living with God 
means one kind of life. Living without 
God means a radically different kind of 
life. It seems inconceivable that men 
who can live with God deliberately 
choose to live without Him. Perhaps 
they do not always deliberately choose. 
They hegin by doing some things which 
do not call for the consciousness of 
fod, and little by little they drift on 
until they are gone from Him. Has this 
been our story? Have we let God slip 
out of our lives by gradual carelessness ? 

4 

Sometimes when men have already 
lost thought of God they justify them- 
selves when the sense of fellowship is 
gone, by arguing that God cannot really 
be known and loved as a companion. 
And there are some who begin with this 
view but who would really like to know 
God and walk with Him if they could 
believe in the reality of such.an experi- 
ence, These péople have no doubt of 
the reality of human love, even when 
loved ones are far away. They believe 
in patriotism and the glory of dying 
for a cause, although country and cause 
are both invisible ideas and not mate- 
rial realities. But God is a greater 
reality than they. 

We need to cultivate the sense of 
God. If we had a friend to whom we 
never wrote or spoke and of whom we 
almost never thought he would soon 
cease to be a friend. God wants to be 
thought of, to have all of life referred 
to Him, to be made the central power 
in our lives. Prayer at stated times and 
prayer as the constant atmosphere and 
resource of the day wil: acquaint us 
much more familiarly with Him. 


$e 
The v-orld is all his workmanship. 
We can walk with him in all intimacies 
and understandings with what he has 
made. As. Dr. Rossiter Raymond 
wrote of Hamilton Gibson, the nat- 
uralist: 


“He walked, the friend of every life 
In flower or insect, beast or bird; 
He knew their pleasure and their strife; 
Their sorrows shared, their secrets heard. 


“ Around him, like an angel throng, 
The countless host of gauzy things, 
With airy flight and murmurous song 
Unfurled the glories of their wings. 


“Por the world’s life within him thrilled, 
And every earthly path he trod 
To his responsive soul was filled 
With works, and ways, and words of God. 


“Then spake a dearer Voice: ‘My son, 
A life set wider shalt thou see: 
Leave these fair hills of Washington, 
And walk on fairer hills with Me.’” 
w 
God came in Christ to make fellow- 
ship a more natural and alluring possi- 
bility to us. He came in Him to recon- 
cile us to himself, to make himself fa- 
miliar ana dear. And Christ offered to 
yoke us each to Him in a fellowship of 
perpetual love and comfort. Dr. Ray- 
mond has written of this also in the 
beautiful little volume of his poems, 


just gublished by Fh % yee 
oe ’ ew Yor ity, $1), en- 
title “Chri cd 


stus Consolator, 


“O weary soul! be not distressed; 
Remember how the Master spoke 
That day He promised His own rest 

To them who take His yoke. 


“His yoke, that lays\its weight on two, 
And links the laborer to a Friend 
Unwearied, patient, hopeful, trae, 
Who bears the other end! 


“Dear Lord and Comrade! I would ask 

No toil in which Thou dost not aid, 

Nor any rest from any task . 
Save that which Thou hast said - 


“Thou wilt bestow on them who bear 
This common yoke of theirs and Thine— 
The joyful burden, light as air, 
The rest that is divine! 


<Lesson for May 13) APRIL 28, 1917 


“I would not stop, I would not moan, ~ 
While ~ and strength remain in me, 


If only I not alone 
In what I do for Thee! ~* 
“Till there be left no work at all ‘ 


That I on earth with Thee can share, 
And Thou shalt speak the welcome call: 
‘Rest now—and work—elswhere ’” 


we & 
“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you. - ; 
“Where I am, there shall also my 
servant be.” 


New Yorx Crry. 
+ 


Method books you need in Sunday- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 
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Typewriting Speed Doubled by Simple 
Gymnastic Finger Training 


In Europe, and in America, for many years it 
has been a regular part of every musician's train- 
ing to take special gymnastic finger exercises. 
Teachers would no more expect their pupils to 
become good pianists without special finger 
training than they would expect them to play 
without first learning to read notes. 


Now, for the first time, has this principle of 
gymnastic finger training been applied to type- 
writing, Its necessity is proved by the fact that 
the one great difficulty which handicaps ninety- 
nine dut of every hundred stenographers is their 
inability to gain full control of their fnger 
movements. 

The average stenographer typewrites thirty 
to forty words a minute. A “trained fingér”’ 
operator can typewrite eighty to one hundred 
words a minute, without errors and with amaz- 
ing ease. There you have the reason for the 
difference in salaries paid to stenographers. - 


It remained for Mr. R. E. Tulloss, who is 
known the country over as among the greatest 
typewriting authorities of the present day, to 
invent a marvellous system of finger éxercises 
especially designed for typewriting, which can 
be learned away from the machine, in only ten 
remarkably easy lessons, and which with amaz- 
ing quickness brings this wonderful flexibility, 
speed, and control of the fingers. 

Already thousands have adopted the new 
method with results bordering almost on the 
miraculous. Many of them were so-called 


‘touch writers,’’ others, after years of fruitless 
effort, had practically given up hope of ever 
attaining more than merely average typewriting 
ability, many had\taken other courses, with no 
marked increase in speed—yet, by the New 
Way, practically without exception, they all 
have developed the remarkable speed of eighty 
to one hundred words a minute. 

Every stenographer can secure an interesting 
book about this New Way in Typewriting free. 
It is brimful of eye-opening ideas and valuable 
information. It explains how this unique new 
method will quickly make your fingers strong 
and dextrous, bring them under perfect control, 
make them extremely rapid in their movements 
—how in a few short weeks you can transform 
your typewriting and make it easy, accurate, and 
amazingly speedy. 

If you are ambitious to get ahead—if you 
want to make your work easier—if you want to 
get more money in your pay envelope—don’t 
wait a single moment before sending for this 
book of information and proof. 

This new method is bringing such marvellous 
results to others—is proving itself to be so sure 
a means of quickly increasing salaries—that 
you will be doing yourself a big injustice if you 
fail to write for it at once. Just send a letter or 
postal card request now to The Tulloss School, 
6524 College Hill, Springfield, Ohio, and your 
copy will be sent by return mail withodt cost or 
obligation. Do this now, before you turn this 
page. 











When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 
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